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The '!s.lam language ie a branch of the Malayo-Polymesien linguistie f‘a.:ﬁla'
which covers the territory extending from Yadagascor in the west,through the
En&maaién' Arelipelege, through the Valayan ‘eninsde® to the Borders of lurus
end Sigm, to the Philippines and Formosa in the north and across the Pacifie
I-tss Yelanceie and fieromsela, even to diste t Hawaii This lalayoePolymesian
lingulistie Mﬂ;f conprises, apert fraan the laley lengusge, the Folyunesian,
Felanesion and m.amm_ai.am languages, Tho Yalay lanjuege is the larsest branch
off this group. It is the languege ori inally spoken im ¥iddle and South Sumatre -
and in the gtates on the Peninsula of ¥alaya. The inter-insular trade, however,
_ brought akeut the expansion of this langusse to the coestal arcas of t;.‘r:fa Lelands
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In the eatire archipelago.

wag the languaye used in the process of sstablishuent of thres forelsn influmnces in

L]
the archipelago. First by Islem, then 'y the Portugucse whom the Malays of Yalays

1
wore the flrst to cove into contect withy and, subsequently, the Dubch. The situation

is new such Uhat the lalay lamguage ie s opolken and understood everywhere on all

the islands of the erchipelago excopt for the most femobe rurel eress., In wany parus



' anf% most of the islands of tho Moluscas between Celobes snd YNew Guinea,

It is now spokgn and understood at least by all those wﬁo are in one or the
émr way connected with go vermmenty couverce both in Malayn and t}:e ~ndow
mei&; archipelazo, The development of the netiomallst movement in fadonssia
has grectly reaffirmed the pesition of the Ualay languege and ite developmont
Lowards 148 meceptance as e lingua frence for these erecas, IThe Indonssian
wos boem
sationslist movonenty whiohfin its modern form in 1908, had by 1920 fimslly
overcone the more or less separatist and rogional elombnts of its initial
growkh and onerged in thet yoer as & culturally and pelitically uniterian
movenent cazprising Lo entire archlpelage or rather the entire territoary of

the Duteh Eest Indies and accepted at the same time the Valay languege, from

then on ealled the Indonecsien language, es its nationel langusge, “ationalist

ag;it&tian

xand natlonallst politiecal education fras then on almost
mlusiwl;f corriod out the Indonesisn language, ‘Tm soouptance of this deeision
wae genorsl dasplite the feot that, for instanse 450 million out of the 70 mlillien
of the entire archipelago spoke a languape which wes, in uany respects, ckidm
better doveloped and had & lonser cultural past, the Javaneee lanzuage. 3But in

&M-e&

thieg process of natlonal reawniening apparently cquestions of iNelesbesd prostige,
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espocially in the fece of the cawon foe, did not erise. It was also this decision

_ _ deweloping it
which save the dovelommont of the Malay langusge & tremendous impetug/frem en

unorgarized hanw for all forsigmérs and fear all different etinle groupsj,used
rather lmo.ly withouten strict observance of its jrammer nor 1te idiom, to &
modern langusge whioh hé.d to serve as the medium between the exigencles of wesltern
civilization and the natlonalistspemymx. The nationalist propagande and the
patioralict prese had Yo mdapt the language im order o male 1t & sultuble wohlcle
for the exprossion of modern politiesl asd sosial thinking end the interest which
§h9n at that time ke dew1§M among the nationaliste for western culture

aroused the au@;maﬁ asong the nationalist to free themselwes froa the frozemd and
strict forms of literary oxpression, from the eple end from the pantun, end 1t wus

-

at thet time that the first attompts wore made to find new forms of litornry exproge

which £ind no rom in & conuwmal or feudal scolety and it is no aurprise ta i‘inﬂ
Serfizstamdewnpuekry wersyinerorr sz skl
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stond

smkicxaddonty the process of individvalization which took place parallel o and which
naticnalist

wes a par'b of the general/reswalening in Asia was reflocted iln tnls cholge of modern

literary oxpression. ¥The Japenese nilitary cccupstion and the cemsequent iscording

of the Dutoh lansusge procipitated the £ull development of the Falay langunge from

a mediun for & cumercial and political activity to a mediwa which could adequately

cover all fields of human sctivity. It was at that time that the first languege
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comaigsion wes set up which codified the new develowments at thet tive and becsme
the vangusrd of furthor adaptation and renovation of the Indonesian langungee
Yuping the dapenmsse period all edwation and certainly all higher sducation

wes shifted over night from Duteh to Indonesian and 14 was at this tine that, of
&

necessity, thy growth of the Indonesian language was accelorated, The general

: wo.g
rovivel of the lalay language whic' wes brought about by the situstiomz Fk/also
reflected in the etruwbuwrs of thy lasjumge, the synimx end idiom of the Lyteh

e
language which ez, live ncst modern langueses ,/more deseriptive or clreumserintive

-
rathor then indicative like most anciemt lancuarcs, left a paragnent irmact on the

syntaxzes an' the idfem of medorn lndonssian sanguseo, & situation which mads the

Indonosian language much more flexible and euitable for the adaptaion to woshorn

dosoription and
ilosonhisal snd Rachrice / toralnoivgye The Indonesian revelution which was parcly

brought about by & general seccianl and eeonomic dislosation of %he sonial Pabrie and
the psychological bowildermont of thdoeopis as & rosult thoreof has grain preoiple
tated this dewelopment., In the develo ment of the Indenesien language ¢ Indonesian

revolution means the definite breach: with tho puet and 1t wos thon thel the Indoncsian

even nore definitely in substance,

T P e

langusge not only changed in form but

In the literature oreatod ln this period is roflected the attmpts of the vounger
generotion to sccount for and to loeate their newly discovered individuality, thoir

newly discovered "I" (ego)s In its modern postry the save etbitude and, in gensral,
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tie inlfluence of péeple liko I.8, Elllobt snd 4he Dutel poets Blaverhoff and
¥aooek Narsuan although both have in comon the ssarel for the corroect

isaatim or carroct pleace of the fteniced individuelity in scelety, Withouh
oven trying o go any further than the barcst of oublines ags preosented here it
is quite elear that the lalay language and sspecially the Halay language as is

v
Spoken in the ‘ndonesian arehipelage is & refloobtion and oven an oxpression of

therefore
the nationalist devolopment and/its rolo ¢losely sonneeted with the political

Lhan
develomment in Indonosia and of Indonssia, The question/arises 1f tho modern

smimy Indonesien lenpusge is an expression of Indonvsien nationelism what will
k S

its role be in any rogiomal thinking in/Southosst Asim. In order to elesr the

grounde for a consideratlon of this questlion it should bo remambered that ocutside

the

Indonesis/lialay language 1s spoken in the 'alayan poninsula, in Dritick West and

Horth Bornse and that the Tegalog, the official filippine lenguage, 16 & usuber

of the “alayo-Uolynesian linguistic (roupge Avert from emall Valayespeaiing

minorities in Durme, Sian and Indo=Uhina, the xlancusges BE the couniples arcwd

Indonesie have no relationshin %o tho Yalayen language. It is possidle to 50 oven

further than that. Seweral of tlwse countriss have not oven solved thodry own

linguistiop orobloms in their own countery. In indo=Ching they have three totally

difforent danguages, Vietnarese, with the largest nucber of speaisres, Casbodian
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, faren and
end leosien, In Burmax there are also Uiwree languages, Shaz , It should then alse

-
be realizod tht colomial nationalism end therefore Indonvsien nstlonaliszs has only
8 limited objectividnd only & tempeorary and intorim charsstery That coloniel
netionalism has no aime boyond the avitalmment of'- politicsl freodon ac the only
posaible busis fear & 1ife in hupen dignitye JAnd Uhat certalnly the colonial

L 4
pationalion hes no elaims whatsoever for & universael sbhdlication of thore wvaluss

darde, eniritually and politicelly, by which ite adherents Jives In that

respest it is Dundamentelly differenkm and eontrary te the kind of natlionalism
. In short, colonial
ich arose in the free cowntries of Nurops in the 20th cenbury./ Bebionalisn has
noe

no politicel AAd culturel expensioniet ejesenbs. it is & rejestion and as such it omm
be expostod that, efter the sitalmwent of ite pelitieal alms solenlal matlomalisze as
ensh will die dowms and the rovitelized energies of the pooples will hawe €o find
- wmsanmeneeny Lherefore, & dollbarate ampansion of the lalay lsaguage bojond
the boundarics of the Subeh Nast Indies is out of the guwestion, It resains posgible,
of oourse, tiat as a result of Iplonesia's emergence as a free aaticon tThe Maded
spoaidng territories outside of Indonesia will scok & closer tis with Indonesisg ond
egpecially the lalayans in Melaye would 1like to saleguard Shelr position in Halsya

sspocially vigeasvis the Chinose by edvocating oloser tiss with ow counlrys
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Hegiornl Southeast Asian thinkihg, however, is & c@%&aﬁ pregccupstion of the
loodors in Southesst Asis. Any of the seonouis and political probloms and even
the qwa%ﬁ.m as to how gmch politionl strongth can be generated through the outire
Seuthenst Asian region will depend on tho ability of these mewly emer(sd and
smerging nebions to appreseh these problens om & rogional basis, Un Uhe other
hesd thore are, apart from the general precgoupation of the people with thelir owm
national problons at the o . strong potential elements of pelitleal and agononic

what
dirsetion the

i.sola'ﬁ oniet thinking and it eblll ronaing to bo seen Fxomund
develoments in these couniries will telwe In my opinion, it iz preustuwrs 2% the

moment to try and caleulate when comproix

o steps toward reglonal developmont will
take place if at all, In eny cese it is cerianln that sweh a dovelomont will tele
place on the basis of rolitieal and econanic factors. In working out The = 4ual
rolationship in sueh & regiomsl aligasent the gusstion of cultwel rolstionship
does not arise and certainly mmk the question of langusge doss nol fgure a priord
in this question, %he question which lenguage will predominantly L6 ¢poken
throughout those areas, L7 such en alignnent is chaping up, will not be deterained
in the first ylace by factors of cultural kinmship or by & deliberais sholoe but it

ie & question whidh will be determined by the factors of politicel wnd saononic



-
develormont and by festors withrgard tc €9 power relations within suwh &
regional alignent. The develommont of regional thiaking, moreover, is in
_ olitienlly artisulate leading groups and of the
thé {irst plece a provscupstion of i:f'w/):e mereially active parie of the different

Bosleties. And bemring in mind only the fact that ne definite commorelal trade

patterns leve developed yot in “outhsest fsla, 1t is understandable that the
4

quastion of language doos By no moans arise ns yobs 1% should also be malized
tlmt in the dovel opment of sweh reglonal thinking the gquestion of language is
gensrally nol considered of too preat imrm;x‘m:-::a, at loast il mo desire

;s existont auong any of the nations concorned far eultwral domination, The

stae holds truw for the dewelement o resgioml] thinving in Gestern Surope where
the Congross of Jurope is not partlsulerly concerned? with the gusstion ng to whot
language shell be opoben, The:efore, in bne development of reogioral thinking in
Southoust dsia the develomment of the differente longua es of the ratlons concerned
aor questlon of sullural kinghip will elthor pronole G wew~ee v = ccasemme. wee
process, It is very well possible that far the tlme being the question will he
entirely loft {0 sonuldorations of proeticalily snd that the Fnglish languaze will
play an important rolo in cementing the relationship in thsse areas, 1t is alve

poss bls tiat dovelopments inm the world culslde Southeast Asia will vory definitely

got the patiom of dovelomment both politicailyand culbwrallys



