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THOUGI-ITS ON DEPITRTURE

FROM THE UNITED STATES

Ily SOEDJATLIOKO

Artbassador Socdjatrnoko made these {arewell tertarks o.t Asia

Ilouse bt. June yrior to his tleltarltrre front. the United States far a

nev assign.ntent aftcr three years in, L4/ashington, as t'he RelT esenta-

tfue of tl'te ()orenuuent of the Relnitlic of Indonesia. During these

three Tvars he gained the aclmiration and afleetion of ctstnfiless

Americans in Washington and across llt.e country, not less of

garernnent officials than scl*tlars antl intellectuals, yotttxg and old.

ITis deltarntre frotrt \\/ashingtott lr'as a?L occasion for a sharhtg

by Soedjottnoko antl lt.is Anterican friends of experience, th'ctught

and emotiott that lrt'as quile untisnol in. a u'orld where the transfer

of diplontats is lznown to be. ine't'italtle. I)uring his {nal days here

Soedjantoko met witlt {riends lo disorss his cotmlry and ttrc United
Sfates ns he had c.oute to mtderstancl them tl.ring his assilttntent ivt

Anterica. "l'lte 
f olloling is a cortdensatiotr. of his rentarks ta fieflt'

bers of The Asia Society's lntlonesia Council ir Neru York City.

I cherish this oppcirturrity to be vrith so many old friencls. I
have an oppor:tunit1, lrerc to ren'rinisce rvith you and to reflect rn'ith

friends upon the naturc, the significancc, tlre aclequacy and in-

adeguacv of the frienclship t]rat exists beti,veen the United States

and Indcrnesia.

In looking back at the cotrtacts I havc made in thc Llnited

States and tl"re audiences that I have faced, I cannot bu; be inr-

pressed by the degrce o[ sympath,v that cxists for Indonesia todal'.

What I am not srtre about is horv deep and horv adequate is the
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^stA
understandi.g bchind tlrat s1,''rpathy. e,itc '[tcn i, arklrcssirrg
meetings of busi.cssmc,, of tourist agents and even of acarlcmics, I
came alvay rvith the feeli.g, "ls this fricndlincss r,vith r.vhich I have
been met really reflectivc of an understanding that is adeqlrilte to
meet the tcst of the future?"

I often got the feeling that [ncilrncsia is r.rrrv rcceivirg a grcat rlcal r

of synrpathv, but for thc rvr,rg reasons. I sometimes felt that
Americans like Inclo,esia bccausc they tlrink that rvirh thc clecline
o[ the Sukarn. (],r,crrrmcnt the "g.ocl guys" are n.rv fi,ally o'
top and that things nill star,, that way. Many businessrncn are
sympathetic simply becausc lndonesia is nor,v open to business.
But what if at some point in time, lndonesia,s own business
starts developing) What if Indoncsia wants to change, however
slightly, the discrepancf in p.rv:r that exists betrveen the riclr and
the poor nations in this r,r,.rld) wcruld friendship survive these
changes?

If lve look at the fntr.lre, there is one thing that is clear and
certain: Thcre are going to bc changes throughout thc whole
Asia-Pacific region. The changes will reflect the shift fr.m rhe
bipolar world of the l950's-in r,vlrich the Con.rmunist and the
democratic "free r,vorld" canrp n'ere facing each other-torvard a

multipolar constellation of for.ces in n,hich the United States is
going to be just one of rhe nrajor porr,vers-the United States, Japan,
the People's Republic of Chjrra and the Soviet Llnion, Irnplica-
tions and conseguences of thc shift tor,varci this .ew constellati.n
of forces are not fully realizcrl, neirlrcr i, thc united stares nor in
many parts of Asia.

We should realize that lvhile the shift rvill bring in its wake
its own dangers a,d risks, it wili also bri.g new possibilitics and
new opportunities. And frankly speaking; Indonesia is one of the
countries which looks forward to, rather than dreads, the emergence
of this nerv multipolar constciladon of forces. It may, after so

ruany centuries, bring r-l're rcal cnd of the colonial period. Given

)

'1'hou.gltts on l)eytarttre frott the United States

sorne luck, it rnav proviclc the opportunity for us in Soutlrcast Asia
Iinally to be on our orvn.

One of the prohlcms to bc faced by thtxe of trs wl'ro have a very
strong arvarcncss o[ tlrc nccrl, as u'ell as a strong clcsire, for continuity
in the friendly rclatiurs ancl the coopcration bctu,cen the United
States and lnck;ncsia is a realization that Indonesia is not going
to conform to thc cxpcctations of many pcoplc in the United States.
Indonesia is a largc nation, lvith a largc population, and rvith
large prc,blcms. Whilc nrany of our goals solurd fanr.iliar in the
framework of values of tlre Llnited Statcs, rvc rnay rcquire means to
solve them that rvill not fit the easy precorrceptions that inany
Americans associate with thc kind of government they would like to

see in the area.

Incloncsia is in thc proccss of tr,r,ing trl sollc its pt,liticirl pr,,blcrns
in a r.vay that u'ill nrakc pr.rs-siblc both tlrc thrust for cconor,ic
clevelopment as n'cll as thc cohesion frtr the continued existence of
the nation. lt rvili havc to mobilizc, pcople, J:ut also insurc a clcgrec

cif frccdom that u,iil ruakc it tolcrabic for thern to be rnobiiizecl.
Thcy rvill have to modcrnize u,ithout losing their soul in the process.

They rviil have to set thcrnsclves goals of rvhich they arc only
vaguely a\\/arc, ancl r.vbich no one u,ill be able to articulate vcrv
clearly becausc tho:e is no rnoclel for the objective tou'ard n,lrich lr'e
aim.

Frankly spcaking, the Wcstcrn nroclcl has beconre ratlicr un-
attractive; so has the Russian ntoclel; so has the Japanese. Sornc-

vrhere in our national soul, in tlre a\,varcncss of our naticrnal scl[,
there is il notiorl that it should bc possible to create thc social

conditions that rvill enablc miln to live rvith a reasonable degree

of comfort, but also r.vith a sensc of spiritual freedom and sclf-

fulfillment. And in that scnse, neither the socalled developed

nor the underdcvelopccl vuorld is really preparccl to nleet the future.
On this level rve Iind ourselves equal.

Indonesia is in a process of painful, uncertain social transforma
tion, which is complicated by population pressure, urbanization,
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'l'lrolrght.s on l)alturture f rom thc L/rrirerl Starc"s

fcstations-and thc rrcn, stcrcotypcs: 'I'hey scem to be the inversion
of onc anothcr. T'llc stcrcorypcs o[ rlrc young and thosc of the
old arc both c<lually wr(nrg.'I'hcy nrc l,rth onc: sirlc of tlrc sar,r:
tlring: a, ,r,crcstitr,rtio, ,f A,rcricr, po\\,cr for goocl as rvcll as

for cvil in Asia anrl in thc r.vorlcl in gcr.rcral.
"I'hc constcllati.n of lorccs rvhich is cnrcrging i, Asia rvill f,rce

us intn a nruclr morc rcrlistic, nruch rnorc: Llnronlantic unclcrstand-
i,g of rcalities. we ,rust not bc guidccl by a gc,cral a,arclristic,
antiinstitutitxrrI ancl non-lristorical appr<raclr to Asia's problclns, if
wc want to rnaintain thc clcpth o[ unclcrstancling and thc cr:ntinLrity
of fricndshiP that have nolv ]:ccn initiatcrl bctwecn lndonr:sia and
thc unitccl strrtcs, ard bctrvcc. rhe u,itcd statcs and r*rch .['thc
ncw Asia.

Thc inragc o[ Asia in tlrc Llnitcd St:rtcs is vcry nruch-olrc coux,s
to rcalizc rnorc rrrrrl rnor(r*A prucluct o[ tlrc Llnitr:cl Statcs' prrr-
occupation rvith its ou,n national scl[. N,{any of t]rc r,ery good and
the very bacl n,riters in thc Unitcrl Strrt"i-anc[ I .r:r ,irt guirg
to say irr rvlriclr carcgory I put 'I'lrc Ort:cuing of Arnerica*have
rvritten aboLrt thc cri-sis in thc Llnitccl statcs. r\n Incloncsia, sces

thc agony thrr:ugh u,hieh thc Llnitcd Statcs is going at pres{jnr
as thc di{liculty of ri grc:lt nltirin conIrr:nting tlrc rvholc rlucstion
and thc i,rIlicatio.s of rlc[cat ,s u,t-rll as 

'ictory, dourcstic prolr
lcr,s <lf racc, lr.cxl)c(tccl povcrty l,rl urbnn blight, grorvi,11 resist-
ancc to cnrasculatio. unrl dchrrmarrizatior"r by largc burcaucratic
strncturcs, lnrl rclrs:;t,rti0n o[ lrr.0r-r as a lrrrnlitn l:cing agairrst l.tlnil\t/lly
tcclrno)ogy.

I havc tro intcnti,^ of clal,,.rlrting on thcsc problcms, bur I
think it r,voulcl be uscfu] tri realizc tlrat Asia,s, tL\o, are arvare of
the tremcndous magnitudc o[ tlrc agonics through which thc [Jnitecl
Statcs is going at prcsctlt, oncl arc ar,vlrc r,f their implicltions.
IIow thc pe<4rlc in the Llnitcd Srarcs c.,rc to grips rvith their
cultural rcvolution is not sirnply an Arncrican ProLrk:nl, l:ut ir

Irohlcrrr o[ rrll irrrlustriirl socit'ties, lts irrrportru)cc g(]cs llr:yolrrl rvlrat
is important to tlrc Arnerican pcoplc the,rsclves. And in tlris con-
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uncnrploynrcnt, tlrc cinerg(,r)cc o[ a largc nunrl,cr o[ youtlr rvho arc

bouncl in a vcry funcllnrcntrrl wrry*but in r,vays trnknown*to cl.rangc

the conrpk'xion of Inrlorrcsi,rrr pt,litics. Wc rvill nccd rll thc svrnpathy
ancl support that uc ('iur g('t irr ordcr to stily ol) lol) of tlrrxc problcms,
and will bi: lrrcl<y if rvc <Lr so. An<l I am not cven speaking about
satisfactorl, sohttions: 'I ht: lrrrrurn capacity to n)arr0ge problerns
scclns to bc clrvinclling in tlrir lacc o[ thc incrcasing magnitudc <lf

govcrnmcnt. Calcuttl urrrl l)j,rl<rrrt;r, likc Nclv York, scem to be

closc tn bcing trngovcrnablt'. So all o[ us togcther sharc ir ncecl for
a search to incrcusc or.tr c;ll),r( itY t() rlitr);lgc n{lairs ancl to kccp prob-
lems nranagcable, livlblc irn.l Iruman.

It is, tlrcn, thc vcrl'ulrgrritrrrlc ol prol;lcms wlrich nrakcs it un-

likcly th;rt irr thr: fr.rturc lrrrl,,ncsi:r rvill conlornr to stcreotypecl

expcctations tlrlt urr: l)rcscrlt, rrrrtl tlcvclrrping, in thc Llnitcd Statcs.

Thcrcforc, in tliscr.rs,sing rcl;rtiorrslrips bctwccn tlrc Llrritccl Statcs

and Indturcsia, {ure }r)ust \i)c;rL rrhout .r very curious prcscrilltive
element t]iat has alr,rrays bt'cn Plrt r-,f tlrc rvay in which the Unitcd
Statcs hls lt.,okcd at Asiir-.at ]lpan, at China, at Vict Nam, at

Indonesirr. It nrly cxplain tlrc rlccp scnsc of loss that yor,r lccl rvhcn
it turnecl out that othcr rrations, bccnusc ot' thcir rx,vn intcrnal
dyntmics, ckr rrot corr[t,rD, 1,, ('xl)cctrtiUrrs in tlrc: LInitr:d Stiltcs.

I lvoul,I not spcrl( :rborrl srirrlsclrclring in thc Llrritcd Statcs as

to nrtioll;rl st'lI irrrrl irs lr) intcrrlrtiotrlrl rtilc il]t'hc stcrcotyllcs
of the oldcr gcncratiorr u't'r't'bcirrg rcplaccd bv ncrv stcrcotypcs of
grertcr rcitlisnr :rnd grcxt('f rt'lev;rncc. Ilut thc new stcrcotypcs arc

not any lrtrtter than tlrr: old oncs. r\ nlrw stcrcotypc about Asia scems

to be cr1'stallizir:g tlrat rrll rcvolr.rtions urc gtxrcl; that all clitcs

arc, by dcfinition, bacl; tlrrrt I'ricnclship u,ith thc Unitcrl Statcs is
inirnicablc to the intcrcsts o[ "thc pcoplc," ancl that crnly from
"thc pcoylc" can salvation l;c cxpcctcd. Thcsc illusions are all
harbingcrs ol tli{ficultics Itrl tlrc relirtions bctwccn Asia ancl the

Llrrited Stltcs.
'l-'lrrrc is lr c uriorr:; r't'l,rli,lr:;lrip lrcl,,vt't'rr tlrc olrl $t('r('olypcs irl

Anreriea lrllout Asiir -botlr il tlrcir religiorr,s rntl thcir sccular nrani-
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ncction I rl<l rvar.rt t, muk. a fc*,rcurarks o't]rcir srrbjcctivr:
aspccts.

What strikcs arr Asiir. is rr.[ thc c'isis as such, i.vlriclr is unclcr-
standahlc, lrtlt tltc rpoc;rlyptit' rrrrdt'rtorrc o[' thc pror:css of nntiorrll
s,ul-scarclrirrg-tlrc tlt,t'p cuirrrral pcssirn.isru rvlrich sccrns to pcrvatft:
thc cor.rntry'. 'l'hcrc s,.'r.,nrs lo lrt' for tlrc Iirst tinrc in Anrcrican,
hist.ry a scnsc,['l.s:; .[ r'irrrr irr tlrc cl;rssical scrsc. N, cor-,ltrv
has sct its g.als so high:rs lr,rs rlrr: Lluirr,rl statcs. what \v. Asians,
living in tllt't-llritcd Strttcs rrrrrl rvolrlirrg lrlrout oirr Itrturt'1'luti9ls
u'ith tlrr: Llrritctl strrtt's, l,'L'l is ir I'rrltt,ring scrrsc ol' tlircction
and of faith in A,r'rica's t,rrrrritrrrr.rts t. lrcrs.lf unrl t, rvhat is
best rvithi, lrcr, wc u'orr1, lrt.cutrsc tlris tlrcarn is not yours al.nc; it
bcl<,ngs trr rrr;rnkirr<1.

I havc trir'<l t,r ,r;rl\(' lr\ r, ll rrrtk.rsr,r.tl tlris aP.culyPtic sr.'.st,,
this scnsc ,rf tl,xrnr, tlris tlt.,;, ctrlttrr;rl l,cssimisur. 

'[',, m:,lgrrirc tlrc
magnituclc of rlrc prohlcur^s rlrroLrslr rvhir..h tlrc Llnitccl Statcs is going
still docs n,t cxpllin tlris .r1,x.;rlr,ptic scnsc, ()tlrcr cor"rntrics Iravc
gonc through tcrriblc criscs, r'r'isrs u,hich hirvc rnaclc thcrrr (luestiol
tlrc Irrnrlurrrcntirl jrrstilicirti,r,.['tlrcir t'xistcrrcc irs rrltirrrs.'l'hcrc
arc a nunrlrcr o['corrntrit's irr Asi;r-,;rrrtl lrrtl,llrt'si,r is orrc,,l llrcrrr -

which lravc faccrl scrious r.risrrs.

It tx'crrrs to nrc tlr;rt r1uit, 1>rxsibly llris s('ns(' ,r[ rLxrrn, tlris sr.nsr:
of crisis, this l,ss o[ a sense i,l st,ll-righte()rrs,css rvhich is part ril lhc
grcatncss o[ o natiou, corrrlr; lrrrrr l ]ack ol: scnsc of historical,
rnoral ancl cultural rclativirr. 'l']ic tcLrilic nrrg.itrr<lc trf your crisis
rnay bc thc Iast nlrnilr..stuti,,rr ol tlr,: irlerr ol rrltinlrtc utrityrrencss in
Amcrican srrictv urrrl .'\rrr'r ir ,rr civilizrrf i.rr. lI tlrat is truc, tlrcn
ul coursc thc strugglr: is ri,rt lost.

It woukl bc tlipllrr,t, irr,..1,,rrrsiblc rrrrtl clreap l.r nrc r. tt,ll y'tr
horv 1'ou slror-rl<l sulvc yulrl l)lrll)lcllls. ln thc Iinrrl anllysis, r nation
itsclI urrrst 11(tr('lrt(: tlii, 1:t,rr i,r., rlrr. lx,r.sf(.\ til,t:, lIc vi$iprr tg 6r,e r-

cottre tltc r'r'ist's,l: its t'.risit'rit',.. srill I rr,rntler rvhctlrcr it rlii)lht not
It thc rlll c<.'rrtt'rcrlut ss r,l. rr lriii rlrti<rrr llut i-,uust's it r(, flil t,r
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reirlizc tlrlt tlre tlrings it cxpcricnccs hlvc bccn cxpcricncccl in tlrc
past by othcr ,lti,rs, r,d inrlccd by rnrst 

'thcr .atio,s.
['lost r)iltions, \'cry carly irr histor1,, c(rrrrc [o rcarize that tlrerre is

Iirnit t0 lx)\\,cr'. 
'] Irc Llnitcd stutcs h;rs corrc [o tlris rcaliz.rtion orrly

nt-rl, rrflcr rrrrrrr: tlrln 2(x) l,clrrs ol its cxistt'rr<..c. I\lost rratiorrs c.lrrre
t, rc.lizc rluitc t'arly ir tlr<'ir cxist.,cc that cxt.rlal rt,lrlity is rrot
simPly shairctl l,ry ivlr;rt ouc's oivlr rurtion u,arrts anrl Irorv onc's
ou'n trati<ln lilics ro sccr rcality. only rcccntll,, irn<l for the {irst rirne
in its hist,r')', tlrc tlritt'd statr,s lrirs llcrc'rrc ar\.alc tllirt its rc-
sortrccs cannot lrr,rrsc<l lor all l)rlrlx)scs at ()rrcL:.

'I hcse unr ,rrrll, s,rrrr.c t,[: tlrc, aspccts o[ tlrc crrltrrr.irl an<l n;rtit_rnul
crisis through rlhich \'orrr countr,v is g.irrg. I tlrink it usc['ul l,
rclrljzc th;rf thr: r'Lrltrrrrrl pcssirrrisrrr rurc {irrrls in thc Urritccl Stntcs lr;rs
atttcct'rlcnts .<lrritc x'sPr,r:trrlrl,-,oncs,,in Itrrr,rlrr, altcr tlrt, l;irsr Worltl
war, ftrr cx:rrrrpk'. 'l rr 111111r' tlrlt .ll ,ati,rs, i,cludirg thr: [.l,itcd
Statcs,;rlt'srrbjcct trr tlrt'lrrrr,s lnrl rcgulirrr'tir,s of history cln rrnly
add to nr.rturitr'. I arn rrrt t;1 irrg to ilinrinish or rctlrrr.c 1,our nrrtionrl
ago,y.[ chrxrsiug,rr \/ict N,irr,,, rlrc citi.s, or.r yorrth. l]rrt i rnust
rcrtrirtrl lotr tlrat lor"nurnkilrtl, r.cr.y rntrr.lr rle|crrrls rrllr,rr jrrst.lrou,
thc Ll.itcrl st,tcs rrrrrl tlrr: pc,plt: irr rlrc Llrritctl st:rtc,,r s.i'ir,c arrd
rccover frorrr tlrt'il rtgrr11i1.s.

Ilcstor;rtiorr ol ,'\luclicrr's lrrith in itsclI is rr rrt,crl t]r;rt tr.rinsccnrls
thc nationirl n.c<ls.l tlrc LJnirc.I Stilrcs. If tlrc Llnitcrl Strrrcs gir,.t..s
uP on tlrc nolioir ol tltc rrrriylrsrrlit,t,of ccrtirin frrndatncntul vallrcs
ancl rctrclrts irrt, isolrrtiorrisrrr ancl Protectionisln, it rrurv rrot lrc
p,ssiblc I'.r rrll ,l rrs t. srr^,ir.r'i,-,tl'rt (lifi(.r.cnt l'.rltl. I_iut;rs I s,irl
b|ftrrc, it uorrlrl lr.' lrn'stnrrlrtlrirrrs Iirr nrc f() sirl' thlt 1,orr s|6ulrl
sol'e;'rur;rrrblcnrs irr rlris !\,.rv ()r i. thrrt rval', I-.ach,i rrs rvill
Itaver t, u,r'li,ur lris,r', 1rr,,1,1.,,,.,r, c'r.rr iI rlre lrr,,blr:,,rs Iurvc
a signilicr,ec bc,t'rnd tlrc Iirnits.[ a r'rti.,'s br>rtlcrs-as is tlrc r.asr.:

o[ thc Unircd Strtcs.
Ancl norv, ir I'crr, conr:lrrtlirrg u,ilrils llrotrt our tlyu cgrrstrir:s. Iirr

all tlrc batl tirucs \\'c hav(. hrrcl, llcrccpti.n of intcrt:st in Inrkrrrrrsia
has pcrva.lt:tl thc' lrr'lrrerress .[ l\,rcrica' p,licy-rnakcrs, c'cn tlr,itrglr
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thcrc rvas itt tirtrcs no sirtrilltr.rcslx)r)so otr tltc llttl,rtrcsiltr sitlc' But a

sirnplc pcrccption o[ itttcrr':l is rtot t'rtrrttgh. Wc trcctl rcsilicrrcc

ancl thc kintl o[ lricnrlslrip rrrtl trxrl:t'lttiotr tlt;tt c'ln givc thc kintl
of slrlpc to Irrrst Asil anrl tlrc l)lciIic tltrtt rvt: u'orrltl Iil<c to scc.

llor that, rlr'cp arrrl tvi<k' tttr,l,'t'st,rrr<linpi is rrt't'essltry'

Still, I lirrtl it vcrv lr,trtl l,r spcrtl< in lrrrkrrrcsirt rtlrottt z\ttlcricrt.'

Arncrica is tli{licult tr.r tllk;rlrottt, ttot otrll' }r".,t.,r" it is I;ig and

pou'r:rful, lrut its krrt,rvlctl:}' Irtr toritrs :,tllll(l ill rlrc u'iry o[ dccp

undcrstan(lirrg. 'l'hc l',tlst: c,',t'rirrrit's ,,[ i\nrcricitn ltcittlcttt.iit strrnd in

tltc u'lry t,l. lt rt'rtl trtttltrst,tntlitrg,r[ l\trrcricl. !Vlrcn Icltnrc ttt

Amcrica, I lr;t,l nr,tnt'r('s('ntln('t)ts rt'lriclt u'c'rt: still lingcring in nrv

own nlilr([ ulutttt st,tt,c ol rlrt' ittst:ttttt's in ',r'lriclt Anrt'tic.t's bc-

havior clitl trot nlcilsutc ul) liI ()tlr CxPcctlttiotrs. I hlrvc llo\\'colllc
to <liscovt'r lt,rtv rtttt,lt ttt,,r,'irlilrl,lt' ,\nit'ri,lr is u'lrcn it is rtrrccrtain

o['itscl['t]rttr ultctt it is lor, rt'rl.titt. ll, otrt,r[ 1',,ttr Prcsclrt ttlrtn<lil,

rvc gaitr lt grcutcr st'n,;itivilr ton rtrtl crtclt othcr, a grcittcl scnsc of

cultural rclirtivitt', ;l llr('ilt('l il\\,rr('llcss tll:tt otrr: can otrlY llc ct't-

richcd by thc tlillcrt'rrtcs llr,rl rttt'lltt'rt', tlrcn I tlrink tlrcrt: is a

cltittlcc: tt' rlt't'pt'tr tlrt'h:tsis t]rltl ll:ts l)('\\'l)('('ll l:lirl ttl ittcrcrtsc tllc

dcptlr of rcitl ttrrtlclstrrrttlirrri.

l-hc rtllr.'of irrstitittions lrl'c \,rttts lrt',.ottt('s \'('ry irlll.lortlnt' It is

littir-rg thtrt I .trn slyirrg tltr''r' tlritr1]s rrt 'l'lrc l\sirr SocictY rvlrich has

playcd sn rrrrrch o[ a r,,lc irr ,L'r'1,r'ni11g urtrlc'rstrtrttiittg tlrr,rtrglr vlri-

ous \va),s rlrat go ltct,,ntl llrl irtrtttt'tlirttr"' politicrrI illtcrCst.s l:ctrvCcrr

our t\\:o rourrtrics. Irr tlrl lirr;rl lrrilli'sis, t,I ct>tlrsc, institutirlns

cannot ol)('ratc rt'itlrottt pc,,1,le, rrnrl it is tl'rrotrgh tlrc ncttvork tt[

peoplC tvlr<l hnvr: I.rccornc:,t.rrsitizcil t() c:lch otltcr irnd ulrosc livcs

l:rve [:cc,,rr,i) onricl)c(i bV lilrouirrg uthr:r rultttrcs tltilt thc llqCpcn-

ing nnd clabomtion o[ tlr,,r I'ricndslrip and c,ropcration becomcs

possiblc.

Ancl, Iinlllv of cotirs(, lll, rrrln itlc lrrotlrers.;\s a g<xrtl Anl(jrican

lricrrd oI rrrinr'r;ritl, ",\ll rrr, r,;rlr lrrotlrlrs,rrrrl,rll ttlt'n tlr(',li[[cr'clit,

iltl(l th(r rlrll't'rt'tttt: is 1,,.'rtttl,l rrl'"

IMPRESSIONS OF A RECENT VISIT

TO THE

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

By'l'tLl-ttl rlN DUlll)lN

Mr. Durdin, clriel of the llong Kongburt'au of the. Nov York

Tinres, gate the follotiug talk June 8 nt ilsiq Ilousc upofi his rtturfl
lo Neru York f ront Clina. llc sltolu undcr tlte. ,;r.tsyices of 1'hc Askr

Society's Oourrcil on OltiuLse A[[ohs.

I [c-cl sorncrvlrirt lilit.'Lincoln Stcflr:ns rllrr.'rr lrc rctrrlnccl lrorrr his
Iirst tril> to llrrssirr rrllcr tlrr.llcr,olutiorr. "l lr,'r'c l,ccn,,r,'t:r irrto tlrrr

futttrc," lrc s;rirl, "irnd it r,r'rlrksl"

I h:rvc bccrr into u futurc: on tlrc rrthcr sitl'o[ tlrc w,orlcl. Ir also

n'orks. I rkrrr't krrurv horv l)cnlllnt:r)t this situaIion rvill b<:, bur ir

prctlonrinlnt irnl.lr'r:ssiorr I brought l>;rck l]rorrr thc 1)eoplc's lir.prrhlic
of Clrina l[]trrr a tlrrct:-rvr:t'k visit u;rs tlrrt it is in<lcctl a uor:king
estab]ishrncnt arrrl has sc,tflctl rl,.,ulr rcnr;rrk;rhil'11,1'lI lItcr thc trrrbtr-
lcnce of tlrc (lrrlttrral Iloolrrti,rn.

First lct rut: tt'll \,ort rr Irir lrlrorrt thr.'rirtrrrrrstirnteq <rf ruv ljcttiurl
into (,-orrrnrLrrrist (.lhirr.r. I Ir.rrl lrr't,n .rrr,rl l'rr>rrr IIong Kong iror

tu'rt nrontlrs rrt tlrc tirrrc tlrc oirpoplrllritv ur-ost.. It u us trntircl\- rrn-
expcctctl. I hrrrl lclt thtt tlrc [inre u,as not ]cr ripi: for an Anrr-:rierrn
corrrsporrrlent to lrr: ailrnittc<l trr (lonrnr.unist (,'hinl, so I u.iis o{I
corrcring tlrc catacll,sruic (,\,('Irts in Pakistirn nrrtl (lct,lon and u,as
scarcely alvarc of clcvclopmcnts i, tlrc sphcrc o[ Chi.csc a{fairs. I
had vaguely hcaril tlrat an Anrcrican tablc tcnnis tcam had bccn
invited irr ancl tlrat s'r,c 11.\\,spapcr c,rrcsp..rlc.ts \\rcrc lloing
alcug. lltlt I rvirs th'cply irrnrrcrscrl iu a rriajor st()ry un(l ;rssutlcrl nr1,

fi(l\lsllill}lr \1,{}ul(l tlll!t nlr't{} ril;t} r,r} it, \u I Llitl nutlring.
;\t lirst thc 'I'irlrc.s tlrruglrt ,ur 'l'okyo c.rrcsP.nclcnt, 'I'akashi Oka,
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