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The "external" and the "interior" view,
by Soed jatmoko '
Manila, June 3 - 9, 1963,
I" 4en safely assume, I supposec; tunat all of us heyo “avound this table

have read the memorandum which w
. ik fle men as drawn up in preparation for thig ge-
minar, There is little point in reading it to you'now, Hathe'r I should .

O ——

like to make a few remarks in an astempt to reflect on some of the problems

raised in that memorandum from 2 sli i i Thi

- ! 10 ghtly different perspective; This; I
think, might be helpful in our dis i ingir 4 L
e ol R 'cu5510ns by bringing out gome of their
L,

In the preperatory memorandum, I have %ried to enuuerate sqme of the
values and attitudes that infi ence economic development; Trey bear more
specifically on the questions of motivation,, saving-investment level,

the fanily system) the clags structurc and social mobility; and these all
constitute inmportant factors in the process of economic growth; The pupr=
pose of our discussidns is to identify more elearly and fully trese vas

lues and attitudcs_ in their relevance to the economic¢ deyelopment processy
and wherc nccessary to discuss vays and methods for further study of them..

The identification and analysis of developmental values alone héwever is
not enough: It will also be necessary for us te censider the dynamics of

their operation; It is quite obvioug for instance that the many exhorta=

tions and admonitions from the {Glitical leaders have hbt always led to
very impressive results in aecelerating cooromic growth, and that we will
have to reagh more deeply into the motiwvational structure of society in
order to achicve that goal, '
The basic conviction underlying the preparatory memorsndum is that to
this end it will be necesdary fer the modernizers to increasc their ma-
nipulative capacity with regard to the traditional sectors of their sé-
ciety and that more specific and eveh more basic motivations than those
normally used by the politicians will have to be brought into play.

Now the develepmental values and attitides) once 1dentifii§ only come to
1ife if they become part of a wider structiure of meaning,”’ The difficul=
ty is that the developmental process itself is not a selfjustifying pro=-
pogition.2 The possibility to raisc living stendards and to attain
teater material wealth, may in many cultures not be enotigh of an enti=
cement to make the mobilisation of the motivational forces in the tradi=
tional sectors of society very effective. In order to be sufficiently
persuasive it will be necessary to relate the purposes of the development
process to other worthwhile purposes of human endeavour and of society,
The problem here is, that in the period of transition when tld value
systems are breaking down and no new ones are in sight or sufficiently
crystallised, no such wider structure of meaning presents itself. The
progressive break dcwn of the traditional social structure with their
established customs, and the difficulty of relating to new emergent ones
has left meny in our transitional societies with a great deal of uncer=-
tainty and anxiety, leading in some cases
ne crigis of identity. The image of one self, the answer to who am I,
and who I want to be, has become blurred and fractured. Questions like: -,
to whom or to what to be loyal, after whom to model one sélf,’which pa%-
tern of behzviour to adopt or to adjust ta, hawve all Jost theid ob¥ioud”
answers, and no new satisfactory vhes are readily available. The problem
is compounded by the fact that the modern world - rent as it is by schisms
and obviously itself in crisis - "into which these transitional societies
are moving, does not present a sparticularly attractive model of any ob-
vious superiority te the traditional purposes of l@fe gnd society. In
fact wd . see that ovem where "the ‘notion of economic developmqpt is

to what one might call a genui- .
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gccepted as a wortnwhile objective, there is often a simmultancous re-
jeotion of what is felt to be the crass materialism and sccularism of
modexn civilisation;

; think we shiould not undercstimate the reality of this identity crisis,,
It expresses itself in varicus ways and in varying degrees of intensityli
I would ‘'venture to sug:.est that the intensity is croatest in those coun-
¥ries where there is no indigenous cowmercizl =nd enterpreneuricl middle
class to speak of, or where the entire socizl structure has coze into
duestion, Qut i% 1s present in 211 our transitional societies, on the
individual 38 well ag on the collective level, ’

On the individual level we will therefore have to consider which person-
ality tynes ag structures of integration of values and attitudes, might
be effective agents of social change and economic developuent, Tais raises
the problem of personality formation in our society and the requirements
for an educational system that, aside from its ofher purpcses, could als&
serve as 2n important tool and accelerator for economic growth, If I may
oe so bold to say so, educaticn in our transitional society is too im-
portant a matter to be left to the teachers, and I am sure that during
our discussions several of usg will want to aidress themselves to this
problem, ' S e .

fhe idea of national identity is concerned with the self awareness of a
nation, its selfimage znd its welues, It springs from a nation's desire
for fixed points of reference for its orientation in the world, zs well
as from the hope to find those within one's own individw.lity as a nation,
4 nztion's selfimage then emepges from the yay it perceives its history;
and is shaped by its aspirations, ideals and purposes,; rhe relevance of

‘this selfimage and national identity for our discussion becomes obvious,

when we realize that the sense of purpose derived from a clear selfimage,
and . the purpose itself as part of the selfimage; constitute motivational
factors in the decisionmaicing process; that determine to an important
degree the perception of the outside world, the nature and the order cof
priority of its problems, and the choices and responses of the nztion to
them. : _

In a gense; the introversion, the brooding preoccupation with the natim-
nal self accompanying the search for national identity; in intensity com-
mensurate with the depth of its identity crisis, is an unavoidable phase
in a nation's adjustment to a changed environment. hind until this is done,
and a clearer image emerges of its own identity and of the broader purpn-
ses of its existence, it will be difficult for a nation to dzfine its -
place in the unfolding of world history, or to set itself consistently
and with determination to any major undertaking,

To this extent this search for clearer definition may contain an impor-
tant key to social cohesion and socizl action, Carried to the extreme
however it may hamper the nation's capacity t9 view and act upon the new
problems it faces rationally and dispassionately, by focussing the na-
tional energies am a virtual image. For in the final analysis it is not
in selfreflection that national identity emerges, but it is defined and
constantly redefined in the continuous flow of actions and choices in

response to problens.

The point of all this is to realize that there exist a great gap between

' * the way.in which the developzent oriented modernizers perceives the pro-

blems of his nation and the real preoccupations of the sation's politi-
cal leadership in response to the ways in which -the transition process
and its accompenying problems are experienced and perceived by the ma-
jority of the nation. If therefore we want to succeed in linking up the
requiretients for economic developnent in terms of values and attitudes,
with the deeper cultural motivations of the nation as a wnole, we should
xnow a great deal more of this view from the inside, :
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values and attitudes undoubtedly contribute to a sreater self confidence,

it may at times make more difficult the creative adjustuent to the needs

a somewhat ftraditional cast.,

There is another limitation t4 the effectiweness of nationalism as an
agent of develepment. undoubtedly is true that nzatimnslism has
greatly facilitated the a ance for the need of economic development,
and wnile ceede
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interest, in a sense denaturized the growth process, by emphasi:ing the

i iy D et p -
preSuig? gspects, the physical plant and the ousward trappings of podern
Epdustfhal society, as symbols ¢f nutional grondeur, without integrating
the motlvations and the inner dynamics of the growth process itself.

letionalism zlene therefore can serve the develepment process ac a medi-
vatienal force only up to a point, Ier econemic growth o sustaein ite
mementum in its initial stages, most likely other motivotignal ferces
wlll have to be called upon., Increasingly therefore we gee posi indepen-
dence natlenalism incorporating into its doctrine more and mors elemenis
ef either socialist or communist ideologies - both more inherently deve-
lopment oriented -~ in order better te cope with prohlems for waich the
nationzlist response proved not to be enough.

0

Havirg looked briefly at the ideologies as social mebillzers and inte-
grators of development purposes with the wider purposec of socie%ty in
our regien, we caunot but note thelimited success achieved so fur. Some
of the reasens for thie I have mentioned in the preparatory memorandum,
but partially this also reflscts the difficulty for gecular ideologies
+0 co.muniecate with the traditionzl sector ef our societies.

When we speak of the wider purpeses of society, we are really discussing
+the uwltimate question regarding, man, society, and the significance ef
1ife in relation to the divine, The limited capacity of secular ideole-
giea to effactively mobilize motivational forces in the traditional sce-
tors c¢f our society, is conditioned by the ingeparable connection ef
cultural values and attitudes in our societies, with the cemplex of re-
ligious heliefs.

What is required then is the actuation of more basic and more specific
motivations for the acceleration of economic development. snd vhese, in
our societies, undoubtedly are embedded within the cultural reiigious
matrixz.

In part the problem here is one of more effective symbol creation and
gymbol manipulation. A great deal more can and should be done in this
respect,

T+ hasg however been the natural inclinatien on the part of tho moder-
nizers to diemiss as unimportant the particular wayc ®n which the leaders
and literapi of the traditionel mectors view the presen®t crisis of tran-
gsition, and thelr regponse to it. Because of thig, real cocmmunnication was
rarely- established, and the transmission of develeomnental values has
yomained defective. luch mewe gerious attention will therefore '.ave to
paid to the prevalling "interior view" within the traditional sectora.
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of modernizatien by prematurely freezing or fitating that self imoge into

t n linking much of the national energies to in-
r.d ether development projects, it has by the very nziure of its,
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%gntztiuzfsk howev?r f:i}ure ?:s nct only_to te laid on the doorstep of
e ar modernizers but will hzave to be equally attibuted to the
g?nerally more secularized political leadership which has energed from
tpe‘tradltlonal sector of scociety itself, or which hzs =2dopted the re-
ligious a2nd traditionzl sectors as their basis for politicél power.

But even if more effective communication were to be est-blisked, we
wou}a ley haYe partially solved our problem. +he mobilisation of the
UOthEthLEl forces ephedded in the cultural =2nd relizious suzseil is
only/fully possible when actusiad from the inside, from the wellspring
of Feligious life itself, We could for instznce point to the need for
leg}timisation of the purposes of economic development zs well 2s of the
attitudes conducive to it, in terms of the traditional and religious va-
%ug systems. Ur we.coulg)say with Prof,_Shils that it requires the
"dispersal of Charismz"2/ to the economic sector and its activities,
Sut even with effective communication, I do not think we could meke this
h?PPepj for we ar2 now confronted with a question regarding the inner
Eltallty end socizl dynomism of the religion concerned.

bssentizlly; for each of the religions in our societies, the wroblem is
to relate themselves to ths great and pressing revolution of our time

= the unnecessity of powerty, ignorance, and indigni#y, to vhe strivings
for 2 better life on tanis earth, the emergence of a new social structure
and the continuous presence of chenge = in terms other than regret or
wistfulness, fear, grudging acceptance, selfjustification or nilitent
fundanentalist rejection., The intellectval excrecise of apologetics, ise,
the atlempts to vindicate the validity of one's religion in tne face

of the significant departures from the old in the new situation, will
not be enough for that purposes For will any deliberate, and tierefore
synthetic; adjustmeats of the religious system to new soeial conditions
dos VWren everything has been said and done, it is only a new religious
impulse from within the relizgion concerned, that coculd give the process
of reorientation and redirection a new and real vitality. But zere we
are entering the almost autonomous sphere of personzl religious expe-
riencey It is; I would think, only through tlie spiritual agony in facing
the crisis of the times when man is thrown back upon the central core of
his faith, and b, reaching from the depths of one's own religious ex-
perience, that it becomes possible to reaffirm and restate one's religion's
essential relationship with society, and to integrate the noral forces
impelling the convulsive chkanges of our time, into the living centre of
one's religion, Then it will be possible to meet the "necessity of re-
interpreting the unalterable, fundamental positions, without which a
religion loses its self identity" and to achieve the "re-direciing and
re-inspiring of the religious will".4

I think most of the religions with which we are concerned at this semi- .
nar nave in the past shown the capacity for such resurgence and renewed
social dynamism in the face of new chzllenges, They nave also shown the
capacity to bring forth the leadership that is required.

But if we ocan only ho»e for this to happen, we certainly cannot wait for
s 8 '

It remains therefore incumcent upon the modernizers to itry, as much as
possible, to establish more effective conmunication with the traditional
and religious sectors and to increase his manipulative capscity in that
respect. For where such religious resurgence fails to take plice, leaving
the traditional religious leadership alongside or behind the mainstream
of socizl changes instead of being part of it, it is still possible for
new leadership to emerge, which :lthough possibly moved by a deep sense
of religious obligation, sets itself to the task of modernization in pu-
rely secular terms. The emergence of Mhoslim leaders from the ranks of

the military in scme Hoslew countries, to positions of nztional leader-
ship undertaking the task of economic development, is, I think a case

in point. 5 & ”
P ’_Jﬂvery oortizlly onen to delibercte noninsul-otion. 1t is only

The wide divergence in frame of reference between the world of religious
values and that of the modernizers clearly points up the need for =z clearer
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?giezigagi%ngifid a gregtfr sen§?b@lity on the Part‘of the modernizera for
C e, . view of the religion #r religions in our region regar-
dln% Man, S‘OlEFy, and the contewporary situation: They should take more
ser}ogs}y tnanlpeforenthe subjective way in which thess religions look
igatﬁzﬁis,‘at‘pge‘sEnse of crisis Fhey feel, or i@s absensey aswwgll ag
8 TRS 1n whilch ©.ey perceive the present and its problemss Eeighien=d
self awareness in relation to the many ways in which tha&ir nation's pas®
continues to iupinge ipon their dreams of the future, can only increase
their effectiveness nb modernizers, by allowing them to cast their rcots
deeper and more consciously into the cultural subsoil and thus widening
the reach of their empathic powers.
Cn the othexy hend it becomes important that a better understaanding is
reacheq on the part of the religicus and the traditienal leaders and
literati of the termsd in which the modernizers see the probleams of the
nation and the legitimacy of the purposes they want to serve through
their commituent to development.: This callyg. for a continucus dialogue
between the twé worlds through which the one world could explzin itself
in terms #f the.other, in”the hope that gradually a clearer understanding
of each other will be achieved; from which might gréw a greater mutual
recognitién and willingness to coperate in ¥he modernization wprocess:
This would require the existente of a group of scholars and intellectd-
als willing to devote thems8lves continuéusly to this endeavour; who
would take it upgnlthemselves to bring the many often unconscious assump-
tions on which sdcial action and decisionmeking are predicated in our
transitional societies to the daylight of consciousness; to try to meke
them explicit and opén teé rational examinztion, Tiis would clearly be
of “great importance for more effective comaunication and mignt facilitate
a fuller mobilisation of hunan resources for the purpose of spseding up
ecbhemic'development: In this way also, these scholars and iatéllectuals
mignt help to ease the painful confrontation of the traditidnal sectors
of our sdécieties with their changing social environment and the insistent
demend for a better life that i# now abroad. fveatually this mizht, when
and if the traditional religions find it within themselves to respond
positively and constructively to the new challenges, facilitate that
ad justment, And this possibly, who knows, might even help to inculcate
1into the modernization process values which may help in shaping a unique-
ly new societyyu

I have raised these gquestions here in the conviction tuat if we want the
developmental values and attitudes we are going to discuss, to hecome
operational and effective; we will have to link theun up with broader
motivational férc#s. Tnis brings us face to face with questions regarding
existing views on the ultimate purposes of life, and regarding the pos-
sibility to integrate new and old purposes into a .eaningful whole. i'o
this end it will be necessary to take a closer lock at the subjective,
interiér view, prevailing in the traditional sectors.of our society A
- as opposed to tne modernizer's external view - on the challenges they
face. 1his could be done through various feci.«In this brief introduc-
tion I hzve tried to do so by focus ing on' the identity and on the reli-
gious crisis. ' :

& 5 v.
) [
I should. like to raise another point here. The intégration of new and 614
values into a value system more conducive to economic developent, is noi
only the result of the leadership and the _anipul=ztive capability of tre
mod ernizers nn the one hand, ard tae casacity: for adjustment and reerien-
+tation of the traditional frzme of reference. ALfter all, all this is ta-
king place in a soclety already in wotion. The modirniza?ion I ocess is
alre dy under way and quite inexorably so. Urbanizati~n is goiaz on,
gecularization, education and t.ere «lready isrmuch gr?ater so;;;l :9b1-
14ty, inducing in turn other ch.nges n allqgagtcrg. Jhg_tradlflona;
secter for instance is certainly not as trzditional as it was 20 years

age.
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“ng Torms alb surprising timed, and I think that in
ife, we can point to sufficient
I have said vefore,nens or the re-
ir literati have remained free of
f modern life.
c h by themselves facilitate the mo-
and the emergence of new valuesystems. As Nash®) for

+ 1f the prevailing distribution of wealth, power and
some contradiction te the wvalue pattern, then social change
¢ patterns are likely to find sanction among a sizable
gcests .that the presence of conflicting religious sys-
+es and world views in g society may indicate tne mallea-
the value complex, and in that way make social caange and emer-
of rew patterns easier.
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¥ Tt we would benefit from looking also at this par-
ular aspect of our problem. 4nd I am sure tha% in the course of our
cussions other such conditions will emerge,
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questien which inevitably arises at this point is, haw important is
this? are we rot allowing ourselves to be overwhelmed by provlems
pagnitude of which is of our ewn making? Are we not overestimating
force of cultural factors and exaggerating their drag on the momentum
of social change or their capacity to accelerate or direct it? After all,
cultural values are not the sole determinants of soclal action, nor are
they autonomeus forces, zlthough they of course constitute an important

ingredient in determining the choice between alternatives of action. Also
no mar lives by a single v

alue system alene. It isg gquite pséssible to func-
tion' reasonably well ag part of several valesystems at the same time that

may not be consistent with and even contradictory to one anotaer. Won't
many problems nduatializatian? I think,

Just disappear with increased i
ut at the same time, our proble

the answer to the last question is yes. But

a% least in some countries is how ‘to get the industrialization process
started at all, And once started, could we than leave the matter to =
kind of natural expansion of spread-effects? We should also ask ourselves,
can we afferd the time? There is of course between our countries a wide
range of variety in the degree of urgency felt. There certainly are gitu-—
ations in our general area, where there is not much time, on account

of population bPressure, or on account of the prevailing type of politicsal
dynamics, for instance a high degree of mass participation in politics
with heightened popular expectations for material improvement as a cru-
cially-important political factor. There rapid economic developient is

a2 conditio sine qua non for some 4easure of politiecal stability. and if
more coercion is to be avoided, the mobilisation of motivational forces
embedded in the cultural religious matrix becomes wnavoidable.

VI,

The range of problems which our seminar has staked out for itself is
cuite formidaeble, and we can hardly hope to do Justice to all of them.
Algo, while we will he speaking about Hinduism, Islam, Buddnism and
Caristianity we will most likely be obliged teo ignore the varieties ef
forms in which trege religions manifest themselves in our various coun-
tries. We can only regret thig, for tue very differences between these
forms of manifestation Just might open interesting insignts into various
types of econemic hehaviour. 4lso in several of our countries there are
rTeligious manifestations which can not adequately be dealt with und ex

the heading of the the country. Javanese Lysti-
cisuw is an instance orf tnis.
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I think we shouwld also ke avare.of anothay limitatian, i.e. the fabt

that we are 11 Syeaking fram different cituations, from different his-
teries, fron different -social striuctures, subjected to different Lressure =
and prioritieg and 80, while we pay-.te using the same terms and concepts
vie may, initizlly at least, not really be sreaking the same lan uaze.
4dditionz11y our own situations dre-gften not entirely clear to ourscive:
Most likely eacn of us will "know just o Fevw segunents of the nany facetej
and pluralistic cormplex of cultural reality in his own count

Jjourney of discovery continues, St111, we are gathered here to talk abou-
these very problems, in the hope that e will gain clarification; illum;.
nation and encouragement from the ekdﬁﬁhge of the ways in waich each ot
us is grarpling with these provlems, I gm sure that at least thig much

we will be able to achieve. Ve may also Hope for-an additional wesul<c n-
our seminar, Namely, that i+ will help tmiversities in our gres to. con-
centrate the-aeveloping intellectual ang sbholarly-capabilities cf our
nations on thesge problems of national integration and economic growth,

the principal pivots of the modernization process through which our na-
fions are going. To that end considerable rgoiientatign will he necesaary
The study of tne social sciences as well ag'orientology.for instance wil®
have to break ayay from the tradition:1 preoccupations of stheir diseiplin:s
and to direct their attention ang energy much more deliberately, and es-
becially, much more luaginatively to these great problems of our nations.

ry, while o1

Yinally I should like to end with a suggestion. I think we saould; pos-
sibly best at the end of our sessions, congider the desirability and

feasibility of g journal of reprints culled from various scientific and
schelarly journalg dealing with the problens of modernization and the

cultural factors impinging upon it for distribustion in our ares.
It has proved to ke exceedin;ly difficult for th

great help if such a journal could make these avai
these articles have been scattered in various journals in the field of
rolitical science, sociology, anthropologyllinternational politics;
communications, history, religioén, and Philosophy.: A Journal. of the kin-

I am suggesting would I am sure, countribute a great deal to facilitating'

the dialogue betwesn the modernizers and the traditional sectors of our
societies,
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