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YTAFMTTITY OF THIDRD WUORY
CULTURAL IDENTITY OF THIRD WORLD

COURNTRIES AND THE IMPACT OF

A NEDM PAMMIIMTOAATTONS
MODERN COMMUNTCATICNS

This sssay has no pretension of being in any way a definitive

study. At a fesebls attempt at cutting
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government organisations, population movements to and awvay from
urban settlements, the style of politics, the erts, to livesty~
les, interpersonal relationships as wsll as international rela-
tions, they have all in one way or anaother, somatimes directly
and sometimes subtly, bsen influsnced by modern communications,
S5till, our systematic knowledge about the impact of commpunica-
i ite some im-
fisld is

the comparative
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still in search of an aggreed methodology. Almost imevitably
then, any venture into this field will have to be impressionis-
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The extent of our ignorance in this area becomes sven more
obvious wher we turn the guestion of the communications impact

Third World cultures arocund, and address it first to the indus-

the prot=oaniet
o

-~ ramember the concern thet this develepment engendered among

s of 'tHe high culture of the West. The homogeni-

life, the coming revolt of the masses, the rapil
ress and music, and in general the hich volatility of moods
and lifestyles, culminating in mindless consumerism, were con-

m
cerns which at one time or another over the last 50 years have

dominated intellectual discourse among the gultursti of the West.

Still, what one observes now ars phenomena which seam to run

counter to those earlier tendencies, Une can see a new asserti-

a search for authenticity, and a new privatism. There also seems
£

to be an emergent emphasis on a new particularism of be

local znd sthnic kind.

of ths larger political entities which had =slsc bscome, at 1

the concerns and

commitment to local
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with an almost irrational persist
n

Phenomena like these m

n
within a culture,and their different susceptibility to the impact

of modern communications, They raise also the broader

information, and ths profound shif

availability and access to informat

continuing

o O

ial precondi-
v thesa had
he work-

led to more

=

i o
the ratiow-

the ratio-

mutual
soen as

rmation -

prevented

Wpaigh! Al 0L
and KAl




4

-~

ant

ubsequ

o
o

1
i

ﬁa/mcvaﬁent

t

ted

the Uni

in

cheas

nt chur

=]

from this

in Europe.

rue

49

o

Ui

out how exactly medern

1
4
i

at

o
o

ved an

a

s have pl

ion

icat

pocommunic

i

neho

gor

ath

th:

ayare

are 8ll

We

a cultural pen-

G

derstand

(O

a

ing

i

g

our u

s

can say about

bly

v
ra

2
b

£ -1

most
1

ans

Ea

kely have conside

~
[

frequen

the

v
M

S
19

poss

and

the

rring

n o tu

s unrealistic, i

~

"
}

10

44
4

gven

et

(%)

value,

(&)
ord

t

[0]
i
i

1aeu

b

about the

ia

[
L.

be

&0

e doing

Befo

G
!

but

South,

the

in

ngag

e

P

G4
o}
o
o

@

1 ident

ra

cultu

Feir

i
i

3
L

oed

0

u
et

43

Ndy

npeni

f

b

-

e
b
=

[

S

on flows,

nformati

ra and i

o e s g
(SRR

3
>3

-

oy B e 0 i
TOVouna

5]
9




al

e
|8

1

And

the glo
orica
ter ©

[l

ren though,
e are

)

an
9

o
¥
numn

nicreassd,
h
o

a

Ly
o
tt

4
.

bao
e O

5

Wwaes
]
he

1.}

hav
AT

<

-t e
Le

2y
DOWeTsS;

fun

i

-

ouer

f

£

¥

nower of the

of new

ence

19

States

B

irued

Un

ich

wh

A8

change

] G 2m
. - c O i i -

- T : et . W W . (] § H

.1\; [ o=t o I o T @ 5 > -1 = - 74 [ =]
i >~ =t 3 | H 2y = C; ] c (] o © ] s e {] hy] S
= 0 © - 1 O 4 et & [ [ BT S o E o L @ (o] &) pox |
C o ¢ O o [T o B T T T [T N & . <1 (o G ]
- B o™ g P L s [ - O 4 - 0 T S T O e O
I O N - o T © L5 I o © & 0 L e 42 @ < o

I R o G U0 Hm o EE D o B0 O (2 ] -

iy 0 [ - 42 e £t o o & 4 o P TS 4] 4] pe] @
© 3 @ I £ 09 e o 2 o @ B o s & [ I o
- O o - ] [T =3 (o I o ~ o} = el G- ks r Fo I o P R e
= &) 5 4o i o=} (w] i =) - % @ 2] (o [ ) o 3 0 o
o &8 L SRS T TS U o U ¢ SN 7 S o BN & B o T T <N b0 s SRS 1) S S 11 i
e e h o i ol s C. £ 33 o ] - - W [ S AT 4 [ o o
VS = T TGN B S B SR [ T ol Y™ SR R . S B =S e O i o
| o) 0 L BT - O o 42 ] o o 3 L] (o ] $t s et £
oM ko © - [\ R e S sl R J o 0o i M RL N S e
e e ERE () B o ) I o TN s S A - R S - @
o0 % T P T - B T o = b f D 0 e O & o e N s
£ =} © 0 e e 8] 3 o (& [ « i o @ - fond 93] et
« 4 - Frndi @ SR HA N ] 5 et e w0 T 1Y B 1 [ R [ ] (8
0 o 53 0 o o L o L o4 oo B O 2 el o W S B
e & [ S « R 7 Rt 1S T R v R o B s S A = [CEI 5§ B ] ] PRUN AL ©
PoC W o ®og o O C H B> Mo T o O = D 3 i
I T SI T = S S SV S N o S S o 4 K ] I v S h
XM oD o 4 0 et 0 e ] EEIEE & O . 0 B w JEIC TN &)
o e} G o s |k o 0 LAV R ol 224 o e PO V. R & SR, @ o 4
(S B [y m . {5 g ) [aed [\ I o) B e o v [V I T o [ (U e .
4 Y] 4 O el [} (& [ s © o e S | = (€] = e
o ~ O~ P o B R I B o o© © L 0 0 o« 0O 0 = 14

[+5] [a o (=i > oS RIS 0 O G £y el [CC I = Lo TR - & 1 " £
PO o Dot @ et O (AP N o B SR ol U SN # B 2 RN FR L0 S O w2
i} & ~ m Lo R 2 (54 D e £ I 33 - [o o o T 2 G &1
- o] C G el O 0. = & 00 o] o W S T s v =t =1 4 =i €t -
o o3 ol 43 © £ .. O o o o3} 3 ] ] el & g o
L T & po | 4 e ¢ B QIR T S T == S = SRR - = R = S o S sl oo R
I T TR B D < O < s B = - Lot I o 7 I R & o
SR g C @ o T Lw] o L ) [\ < o S e O L - N 14 sl [$)] 1] 3
[T &G on () e ol (9] [ S (8] o -4 [ R O (] -4 i oy 3y

o 0 e c et £ et o L4 78 3 e T2 L 6] 52 T i)
i o] o i [ IS o et [ S SR n fst] G o Q 4 o (&)
D S I R+ S © R S - o (L S & s A SO Sy o o o» 8 D o} f 6]
> © po- i N 7] R I o «© O ] o o, @ G & sy £
o] L = T S - | O X C =i Tl S B = = ¢ 5 I P
[ I ST & | [T Peei (3 SR+ S | NS & { N oG s SRS s S & el ot .

o, oo Do B T L B o C: g wH © ooow 0 o
Fwie SN o N < S S a4 & B v I T = A o w 43 @ bt
L © oy o e w ﬁ c @ [ Q [ie] 3] g eeef w0 43 0
{¢¢} - a3 o 1 = K e Q oo 5 o ) @ [ £, © o *
B N T - N = [ e T AN > O N vt S 7+ WRET S SR | R | 3
) o PV L T C S o W2 e LT " S w B R BT ] £
2%} © [CL I e [ TS ] o . o e L o Lot B ] LT3 TR v 0 ) o
4 = o Py g e ¢ i3] 0 © o o et LU f2 ret WD omd
i e 5 G = -+ (] o 4 bt | £ G (1) 1, oho?
oot T f= T ] 0o o [0 ¢ Qe @ (5 R (IR S Ch e 0 o D o)
c @ 4 O O e Pl R SR MR S & SRR S o S N oG v B N oA o a4 L3
N e oo © a2 « Ol > =0 D et O 4 i £ © bt o

wl B P YRR SN s PR (N o SN & B (S (S o S - e h @ E # [ I ] o
(X 7/ = o B 1 I B B T S S 2 B | « O T @ [ sl ool o
(8] @ i e o [43] 411 L T = B [ 3R s ] ) o o R | & o 43 g3 =
Ry T B w2 L w 0 L =3 W 2 o) 2 O [ ] = =
SRR ST T o S B o S I U N <R R ] e~ o LW O EE T~ ] o]
=] © [FT S G S | o (ST ISR I S [ B [/ T o S (R O o & et P TS €3



13

Unless the world bresks apart into an inherently unstabls
collection of autarkic groupings, it is most likely that ths
A
st will be linked toge-
ther by broader or narrower bands of what might be called cosmo-
nolitan culture-shaped by modern cemmunications, covering rules
to some extent slso, lifestyles, shared by im-
porteht parts of the elites in the various countries, but also
covering activities in the fields of industrial production, inter-

national commerce and the exchange of information and knouledge,

sclience, This cosmopolitan culture, for
the monent mainly ro lestern cultures,; but later,inevita-
bly and increasi ulated by the world's non-

d will continue to be, 2 major

alues, expressive of a grouing
sense of global human solidarity, as well as of a2 growing under-
standing of the fragility of the globs's ecological system, now
dependent for its maintenance on humankinds mutual dependencye
It would be wrong howsver,; to assume that this band; or these
bands, will also be the dominant factors in the political and
socio-cultural dynamics of the large non<Western civilisations

in the world.

loyalty, powsr, the meaning and purpose of 1life, and the place

o 2 o oy oy 2 Lo ¥ o~
1 in human existence. The responsss Lo tness
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will show the same degree of resilience and historical conti-

e
nuity which has teken them through both the colonial and post-

colenial era. Moreover, in many parts of the Third World today,

we can observe the beginnings of 2 moral and religious backlash

-

=

against the materislism, commercialism, consumerism and greed

.

hich seems inevitably to zccompany the development and moderni-

sation process. This backlash is of two kinds. In the first place,
kc tile to modernisation. Second-

ly, 2 religious counter-modernisation, not hostile to modernity

tation
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1 and religious rein

n a
as a basis for the development effort. ﬁany of the cultures of
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tations, and fashions, as well as 1li
tes with the West. The case of pozt yar modern Japan seems to

argue against this thesis, but American protection and Japan's
successes in production and exports resulting from their mastery

P

of science end techaology, may simply have delayed the point at

which Japan will, culturally, come into its own, resolving its oun
insecurities about tha meaning of its civilisation and about its

rale in the world beyond the sales of automobiles and electronic

History also shouws that in the process of interaction with other
guliures, countries go through lternating waves of opesnness and

closedness towards external influence. The oppor un't} cost of
closing its bounderies may come very high to a country,in terms
of science and technolagy, but resort

machanisme or

,become cverloaded,

inuity and national

wemvsenem ol
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China's history, but also in the history of imperial Russia and
even of the Soviet Union today, It is to be expected that in the
years to come we will at times see nore axpressions
curring need for

-
onal sovereignty and privilasge, were it not

from, and such impediments to the free flow of information, quite
often,at the same time,facilitates the suppression of dissent at
homs.

L

Another tendency reinforcing the continuity of cultural identity
ia the increasing power and the expanding rale of the governments
of nationstates in the Third World., Ironically, this may in part
the result of growing interdependence and the legitimate
desire of such governments to maximize their interests in the
shifting patterns of international pouwer. I
in economic terms involves rearangements in the international
abor, and the struggle for a new international sco-
nomic order, the governments of

prime ﬁegatiators with the cutside world, These extensions into
h

the internal
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taneously devsloping the social organisation which will allow
maintain command of their technoleogies and not

o
ral"quish it to the cities; through the development of appro-

in ; e =
priate technology, and the dispersal of modern industries in rural

arsas with appropriate linkages to rural productive capacity,

tion

alis
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these countries will have to follow a different industr

i
is & course that thr

I.D
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trajectory from that of the West, It
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a heavy emphs al employment creating
lopment will lead to éadif??raﬂt»siruatural transformation
rent systems of production of goods and

]
services, as well as to different urban-rural configurations.
n

This course of desvelopment would take more time in its in a

stages, but would broad é the base of development so as to inclu-
de the whole of sociely, especially the rural poor and unemployed,
turning their energies into a basic resource, It is essentially a

stimulation of self-organisatien and-management, rather than the
mere implantation of techn f

iant social

o
side., This would lead to ths g

a devslonment strateqy which may lead
tp alternative forms of socistal orpanisation, which might be lsss
ha

-ty

ake o

<

=
0

prone to many of the problems that have followed in
Western industrialisati

empLinagss and consumarisie.
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for a return of the "sacred" in human life, it may be possib

®
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=)
3

It will also require the desvelop-

ment - or rediscovery - of concepts of inner space, most likely

[

By integrating the whole of man's

? :

through art

this way, impelled by man's yearning

o

.2

hetween religlon and

dichotomy

the inner fragmentation at the personal level

which science and present development models seem to bring in

their wake. This would'make it ‘possible for large numbers af peo-

nle, living closely together, at low and only slowly rising levels

of per capita income, to find

Lo achieve such autonomous development towards 1ess gxniaitative
i ¥

and mors hunsne socisties o

surs of the vitality and creativity of their cultures., Still, for

he only scenaric that is possible.

Different scenarios are already being played out by smaller, less

n
populous countries in the Third World, which have successfully

attained a high level of economic well being by applying the

“selves. into the network of internationsal -irade and communications.

Important though these successes in themselves are, -and not all
small countriass have chosen to make that decision -, they will
b

most likely be phenomena marginal to the success or failure in

fmnd

terms of their revital and selfl renewal of the large,

more populous developing countries,

y and demography,

and

salf confidence
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It is obvious that in this rocess of salf rensyal of 2 nation,

arye a_cgitur&; and in this autonomous devalopment trajector TV,
ery important role. It gan howsve 81y
'Qﬁi that it is an indig genous ins.
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to evefceming poverty, 1¢a”u*fv Oppressie
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hag af Caurss, its.gwn information re quirsments, It nead
81l an improved Capacity to'produce relavant, locally Gensrated

o
informetion uhich, egpecially in rural development is culture-,

o0
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82-; and aven coun Local ﬁalevaaaa vl

ability of modern communications will
o

reduce, rathap than widen, the 92p - also in pouwep . between the

information Poor and the information - rich "5 of society,
These countries have j

tellectual and artistic creatiy 18 we s thedir indigenous
and autonomoug Capacity in science and tschﬁclawyy rfesponsive tp
their oun problems and ndigenous development by itw
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policies, and possibly sven Third World

mfkiﬂ grnational newsagencies by competent
temporary international debats on fresdom
have and understood.

ependence and the interestis of the daveloping
development and in

sciance

linkages with autonomaus Sonmu-
gover, independent aczess to intsrnational
tion by the pepulation would help toe keep up the
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em. Nevertheless, in most of these largs populous
vies it is unlikely that the impact of the inter=
will be much more than marginal to ths internal

autonomous socistal growbkh.

cultural identitiss will tzke

ous and intaraction, and even conflict,

World. In sarlier centuries civili-

> succumbing to




~ i
G © o M e )
€ L2 Loe ol o] £ e c o
o 3 T3 +3 = o L & i
£ v LG/ T [T L i e
O i O e 3 [T ] S S S
e R G T s ot
b 45} L [&] ] o =3 ™.
AT o £ L < [ wi o o0 om
e T et E TR il P fni LI 5 i)
i L Ea s epd el e 33 o
@ 2 a0 B S 5 R o S = R+ S
o S B (U S < . ¥ o £ 0B
o tet) B o e =
e e > W = S O = o - S, = =
o = TR RN T T M0 o~ G
O - &= o0 O QO £ 70
a3 “w G o O
3 L SRS ) o S
o~ L 10 & e cC ~ C O
s = - o G o 3 e il
o O = [ B e O ® 0o
SO o 8] e TR 3
wl D A g m
= 5 g B
@ o M <
] = e
IS > i ©
£ o B I TR
(5] - £ W el
© -+ RN wiR S ]
& e 4 o
& G ved Lek] L
-0 ol R 2 N o B
P = ] et L
& D i o 4
b4 & i « 0 O 4
BN & e B .0
S o} ol W e
o £ i ol [ L
S o o [ (OB « B o
aeel ] o 4 G A0 o
o S L3 o3 12 i
o o] S 3 et o
o wed —t @@ K b4
Y bt T S LA o4
o L T = ]
& o o
B SRS § G TED e ek (8]
o vl g el ot |
o] bl 3 4] tg fut
L) O £ 3 % 2 ]
il e [+ B | 3
2 o et & verd S ()
e fm [ b s QS i 1 |
£ o o N - T o b3
bk el e S sl 4] S
&3 b ] o el oo SN 15 oy 0 *
&£ gy = Pl 1 £ R £
o~ 24 Q ad B T {31 SN ol & o &
h D G2 . e LooLS 0 2 Ge
= © £ S 0ot vl et
oD @ o ol = B o i sl w B+ I R
Lan TR o LE I B o0 0ed T e e

T O



