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I want to thank you for this opportunity to participate in
the discussions, even at this late stage. Dr. Kwapong has
already stated some of the views we at the United Nations
Univeriity hold with regard to the possible concept of the
Arabian Gulf University. The Papers by Dr. Irvj-ne and Dr.
Tanaskovic deal with specific dimensions of that concept. I
would tike to take this opportunity to make two points: one
has to do with the identity and the purpose of a university of
the Gulf; the second with the impact of the changes that we may
expect in the 21st century on the nature and the role of such a
unlversity.

Speaking as a non-Arab Moslem, I think it is important to
realize that the role of the university should not be seen only
in terms of the development of the region itself. Most of the
papers quite properly deal with the goals and requirements of
development within the region which the university is intended
to serve. However, there are two other dimensions to that role
which I think this university shotrld consider. One has to 1o
with the capacity of the university to anticipate the emerg:i-ng
role of the GuIf region in the world, especially in j.ts
relationshj-ps with Asia and Africa; that emerging role :3
beginning to show and I think that in the future this --rend
will only become stronger, not weaker. The second d:-nension
has to do with the challenges faced by Islam as a mot-zatj-ng
world view coming from both the developments of Isi=inic
civilization outside the Gulf and from within the Gulf region
itself.

It seems to me then that in terms of identity and purPose
of the university, two of the major additional 9oa1s thai- this
university should serve are the goals of the Arab comrau;rrty:
namely, Arab i-ntegration and the revitalization of Isiamic
civilization within and outside the Arab regj-on. It is
therefore not sufficient for this university to limit itself to
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the very legitimate developmental requirements and objectives
of the EuIf region itself. The emerging role of the Gulf
region obviousiy has to do with its developmgnt as a financial

".itr"; 
with tha industrial development of this region and' with

the choices in high technology that ttris region must make if it
is going to maintain its forward thrust" This leads to a
.rum6er of requirementss one is the need for area studies. In
the first plice, studies of the Islamic areas outside thre Arab
region. Ti:ere is a need for African, for South Asian, fot
Soritheast Asian areas studies, and for area studies of the
Muslem mj-norities in vari-ous parts of the world, as well as
studies of Arab countries themselves. All of these lslamic
areas and communities have been forced to reconcile within
their own historical evolution tire imperatives of the Faith and
the legalistic injunctions that come from the Faith with the
t.raditional envj-ronment into which they entered in the past, ds
well as now with the requirements of modern times" In all
these non-Arab Islamie eivilizations Muslems have had to
d.evelop d.ifferent responses to those requirements and. I would
imagine that the study of those responses might enrich the
options that are open to the Arab nation in developing its own
r-sponses and in maintaining its own forward thrust.

It is going to be very important also to see how Islam as
a Faith and a belief system should and could ,interact with
other religions, belief systems and ideologies for the
collective benefit of mankind, given the increasing
interdependence of our world. There is therefore, a need, over
and beyond the area studies, fot studj-es of Islam in its
contemporary situation. It is only out of studies of that kind
that we may hope to develop a new Islamj-c perception of modern
times and possibly a contemporary Islamic theory of knowledge
whrch could provide the found.atj-on for the development of the
scientific ana technological capabilities without which any
revitalization of Islamic civilization would be impossible.
This would require studying in various parts of the Islamj-c
world the encounter between faith, tawhi-d and scientific
reasoning.

There is therefore a case for the early establishment of
the social sciences at the Arabian Gulf lJniversity that goes
beyond the conventional reasons why the social sciences would
be important for a new university" I am speaking now
especially of the international relations dj-mension" I believe
that it would be important to realize in this connection,
especially in this region with its smal1 population, that tl:e
future of Islamic civilization in whose revitalization we are
all so deeply interested, will not only be determj-ned by
developments in this region but very much also by how Muslems
i-n Asia and Africa will respond to the challenges and the



opportunities of the 2lst century. This is an additional
reison to establish the social sciences in these forms, not as
an adjunct in the second phase of the unj-versity but right from
the beginning.

There is another resource I believe that has also been
underutilized, and that is the very rich heritage of Islamic
civilization that has been expressed not in Arabic but in loca1
languages, although often using Arabic script, in various parts
of ifre-Islamic world. The social sciences in conjunction with
the humanities would also be important elements in developing
the scientific capability necessary to enhance the cohesiveness
and the cultural identity of this region itself.

This problem becomes especially important as we move into
the 21st c-ntury, I beli.eve that with regard to the Arabian
Gulf University we should not underestimate the exponential
character of the rate of social change that underlies the
instability and the insecurity that is a characteristic of our
time. As we move into the 21st century, w€ must be Prepared to
learn to live with very rapid change, with institutions that
have often great difficulty in adjusting to or absorbing the
change, with a need for new kinds of institutions, and with
very major shifts in the political power confiqruration on the
internatj-onal scene. We should also be aware'of the very
fundamental changes in international economic structure and in
the international division of labour that i-s under wdY, and
likely shifts of the political and economic centres of gravity
in the world. A11 this puts before us the questi-on of what the
place and role of a self-renewing'revitalized Islamic
civilization might be.

We are really at the beginning of a thi-rd technological
revolution; the first was built on steam, the second was the
chemistry and electricity revolution. The third is fuelled by
the developments in communications and microProcessors, in
biotechnology, energy technology and materials technology. One
thing is certain; technology, has a profound impact on the
distribution of power, wealth and authority in a society. It
also will have such an effect on the internati-onal scene. It
i-s bound to widen the gap between the North and the South
unless the South develops a capacity to partj-cipate in this
third revolution.

Already a number of features can be identified. The post-
industrial production systems that are emerging will be
knowledge-intensive; they will also be capital-, rather than
labour-saving. We are moving into a situation in which capital
is no longer the paramount resource, but information is, and it
is most likely only in relatj-onship to i-nformation that capital
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will retain its importance. The profoundness of the changes
that are going to take place is reflected in the very deep
anxiety tfrat ilready exists in parts of the industrial world
itsetf" Europe, fol instance, i" beginnj-ng to doubt whether it
caR retain it,l industrial autonomy and its place at the front
line of post-industrial development"

The communications revolution then will affect the
d.istribution of power and the degree of inequality in the world
and within our societies. It is potentially a source of
military power, of poli-tical and economic domination, but also
of culturll d.ominatlon. Transborder information flows will
seriously tax the third world countries' capability to preserve
their own cultural continuity, and challenge their capacity to
reinterpret and redefine their own cultural identities. It is
for theie reasons, includi-ng the unprecedented accumulation of
destructj-ve military capacity, that we should be prePared to
see the changes that are com5-ng in the 21st century as a
fundamental mutation in the human eondition, and to take into
aeeount the possibility after a prolonged period of
uncertainty and danger of the emergence of a new
civilization or new civili-zations for which both the West and'
the South are equally unPrePared. In this context, the debate
about Westernization has become obsolete.

Ttris situation constitutes an important opportunity for us
to think of the Arabian Gulf University in terms of these
impendj-ng civilizational changes. We will not only have to
develop a basic science capability as A-bdul Salam has
propounded. It is also important for the Arabian Gulf
University to develop eapability in the eommunications fie1d,
not only as an instrument for its oh/n internal functioning, but
as a foundation for the capacity of this region t.o move into
the 21st century. I believe that we wj-ll also have to Prepare
ourselves to develop the spiritual infrastructures for that new
information-based civilization. It is very likely in
collaboration between the North and the South that these new
civilizations will emerge and I hope that among these will be a
revitalized Islamic civilization.

The task before the Arabian Gulf University therefore is
not only to develop the scientific and technological
capabilities of the Gulf region for its own development and for
its broader emerging role, but also to develop the intellectual
infrastructure for Arab integration and the revitalization of
Islamic civilization and its contribution to the 21st century"

I thank you.
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