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JAV.q"i{ESE !'diYSTI CISI{

"i h::v* lreslts.teri a, l*i:g t!:n* be:t'ore I *':ulci get

rn3rs*if ta a*cept tlie lnritatioi'r of the orSanis*r* f

r:f tni:; ilrCI',Jp t,: ::pe*k on t'nis t*pie ' I' d.id $o

on)-y after s*',n* deptkNarwx d*fh &rin twistlr:g;

and. eonsi-d,erable sole se*ehaa*xx $earehhnt"

in tl"re fir*t plar-re, I ain rlot a :nystic"

.i*r-:r:nr}13,, i ;1"in *.war* r:I .th* rr'*at*i,ti--tarj-ty l"'*t*eer't

tlte c i;I L,..ar:e c f x pe*pl* ,*r-:rl tt s*11&1i ;io tit i,&x&l{

irn.i'olil- t]"r*ir e:il+]:-1lo'.lii "tg*r*t:i r:nIy Yery -il*l:y $iist*illr

and only if aPproae
,,)t

h1 with love"

xeertn'l

distortecl." A great cteal of itsf,riginal meaning ltt"

A.iso, i a.n no"L "ail * Javanese cuiture.

4.Lthou.gir f na:,'e spei:1, ..i 1ar5* pier"t oi' my *'snsciCIuls

Iit+ tr"yirr,-r to unsier.st*.r"].C th* *ulture +fl ia,ra, har*ji3r
I

x rlay g**s L:;r irl rviri.*il scne'ih"l-rlii l:appen* tha't for**s

rne to tr:y to H*Xte rej-a*e & it io the lit+"le i krnoiv p

of Jatranes* cultuf€'

Th*v'e is ,*n xd.Citi ,:na} di i:fj niiity ' f he msrler:rt

us*f:,e o{' ti:* terr:l wS ir:yst"i* j-srn }:au Dltt.r:'t anc}'

?'ia.q n*w often come bo :r:ean anythi-rig t'h*t i'a=|Ut' d*



L

with Eupe::nilt ul':1'l pil*lto"Tle{Ilirnr'ovi-tiilloo*t* like

rTlE.,Ej * pra.,:ti*es, *I;**/lrr-*',"rtisri'n r oF a xs v/escle

i

surrer":,ller t0 sstll* v,iEuft n*ti.l}:1 oftLh*u r.inity *f'

ereati no,$ r:i;*ber.' CI1 ys;ar$ &gCIi a foreigr: w.ite. tx

,,,rfi+ is ais* a fr:iend ':f mino, ca.me to Indcne*ja *rr1

b:'oitgttt
a*ke,l [o '*e i:xmid int"O *cnta*t -*.,itli st]in* iavAneEe

+r$*tics, beear-i*e h€ want*d "tc wx'jte a *eries *f

artLclesn I asked. hlm hsw mugh time he wanted to

xpen* $:1 t!-ri.s FrG jei:"f , " ',{* i}:3j-d tw* weeks' f :1l-fi*

was
asked him how important his own rellgion basr to hlm.

lle r'*pti.ed that h.* rvfi.s &Iape* 'f]'iristian' After" son*

rellection then i saj.d th"*t i *ot-1i,'1 ilot he};o hi:r,.

thinig5at 1e cr-rt-iirl a*iriei,e *agx w*r-rld'*e tc pi*k up $

sOne sOiirCe Fi€lts en{i t,h*r:r nhoii"ti magi*ai pra*t,ic*s -r,r:

whieh Jakartd abounds and that wouid be almoe$

I told hj-m thatfu.,C*rltf,use elreur$stances, tlre oniy
lr

i.mnossibtelor irim to becorne invclved i-n simp3.e'l

t"LtryiclI*ed ftL1r:t{*.?"f]v1,: " '}f '-:c,*rfie i:e i';ent lg'}:ea'c :ieve-rl*

*th*ie*s, And the .rl'esrllt i rrg pie{:e3 ccn ['ir:m*rl :n1t wr:r'st

!

fears,



At the same time r w€ are supposed all aware o.f

the renewed interes"ts in religion in the last decade

or Eo and what want my eall manifestation in the

I

cor-intet' cult,.rrei; oftire r'lest ot' an or-rt'ureak; oi' mirst

:relig,io*it;, r stome tir*s j r"rsirle .of nore er.ft.en outslrle

the baunderies of organized religion and the

est"ablished church. The exeriment with daafts in a

)

r.:e1 i g 1. o nscon t e s; t, tI"re,i.lr;ui e r.;;ro r-rnC c li ur*h e s the Jesus

freks but also this renewed interests in oriental

reii3ions astroiog,v ariCd ev6rr] in de.,,ii \A,sr.::hip h:-r.ve

b)r iio,ru -necome fanil j -rr rnhnif'esta*icn" i'r're :nan3. clf

these phenorien.a may be transitory they do reflect

ai1 insister:*e on the der.'elopnient of r-lenrs intrritiver

express/ive anC the 'transeendantal faculties tl:at

have withered so l"or:s under the domination of'

rationalism, science and technology,

i'L appears to irre tlra.t sucir a jierv intere*t in

orientaL religion, but also the puzzlenrent of

foreigners and non-,;"avanese alike about coffee

break s6orie*, s,':a"lt i:Llllir*q, sooth sayers ai.:d na.gical



l+

xx**kes rites as,wel-} '?.*i the impact r:vl th'* rlec-i-sj-+n-
i

rrn}.:-:Lt1ij procei:1fl irr -,hi-': r:cuntt'3", 1i* '''re:' irril th*

*ei**tion o-i- tonj.,q.ht's st,:n. L*t lse therefore 't+{in

with a clarlrieaflio,, of sor$e cf the terms that they

will user

Hysticism concerns the direct relationohip of

raan to God. A1] religions have a doetrinal t arl

institutional but also a mystiea} eomponent. In all

religions there have been persons whoge lifes have

been imp&&led by the yearnlng for an underetanding of

the infinite, fue*p desires to grasp absolute truth

and to eomprehend ufubinate reallty. Thclr search

has been toward the pereeptance of the absolute

through the desolution of the difference ts between

the observing subject and the observed leading towards

the mir*tic,q.L lini*n ir'ith ,larl r;h-l i:h 1* an act *f

xwxrem$grxxfv; it-:ve t an act of personal surrender as

we}l a$ an act of supreme perception.

,SIy*ti cl srn there fore i qonta,$hencmenoit lirr.r j t*d

*r'l er:tati-oti tn r"eiigScrr, i t Ls ,*. t'ray to de..r*LoI] t]'rs



5:-

soul to the point where can meet the dettltn d&vine

wl:ere the hear"t sr:*aks to the ,:iea:lt "**r &d *or:

goiek
loquitlrre. " fir: as tii* *ia'.r*.rt*se *ays. "gotk g*rri

pepikulan warih"(do look for fire by earcying fire

the dimine fire in one's heart),

fhe hlstory of Christianity is studied with accounts

of ttre achievement of its great rnystics, b* be they

Catholics or Protestant , It is impossible to read the

I
acccunts of Bt" ?heresarfileister Scktrart, St" John n+h

naq.4.: r 1;ive at 1*a';t a" .;1irip.:e *f tl-ie ineval';l,c

d

Cross, Francois &uekxttr de SaIe, Blake and. our t

eonternportry the' late Ttiomas iilurton without being deeply

affected by them, But how s$rikingly similar are there

deseriptions of the re3:ture of the soul, the pereeption

tlr e
o j" $tr!{ i:*ati*e visi-o;:r orth* f-igh"ti upCIr"} li.gnt oi' the

great fslamie mysties like Gaaaly and Al Haladj. How

similar in character are the parad,oicis, or the stammeri-ng

of all these mytics which seems to be the only way for

them to break through tfrefcapability of the mind* of the
I

a*alto

exr:e::i*nr:e q:i x*1i" '..oaij-.1atin,.r trr.rth titat ti-r*y hilv*



ellporie'nced tre;'6p6 the powel: of langi"ia:,e anC tire reach

of m3.n'S r:ati onale Catr:51ori es. 'Ihese aec*tlnts stand up

a nanh'ivrd.'s nos't nablc, expre$si-ot-ls o'i its yearnin;1 fcr

'!

"bhe divine. They also sirow howsirnilar '}:eyor"rd tne na.n;t
t

Ci iferene e ti:a{Cc. eri,;t a.nong them mysticisrt in in a}l
i

i

reJ-igions. One of' tire impreSsioitr..; tliad,,lnese iir;re3,t

mystics of .,'ayjcus l:elig;ionx are closer to each othet'/

tl:an to :nan;r of their :'eliow belie\rer.t.

.lir:a"p i- s t
i r"enexb{)r n.sitin5g, 'ihoma* i','l.trton,the fgrsp*xt --'oIk

and r.Js-[lti u,iilr wi:on i 'oegil^i ri'rierrds,,what he interrded

to ri,o oa his *ritr to hsfta tfuat turned out to be ]ris iast

t::ip j,n wfui-ch he:1st hi,s deefti-,. T kne,v ire lvas:r.oing 1;o

See the )ala.i iarna ancl scxls indj-an rnystics . je wa.s also

planr-rir:g t* ,rlsit ssfile rlonirs i-n '.ihailan,l, after wltii:n lre

wastei*l to go t6f :noonesia . '.ll:ons.* 'lrtrton answered rlr

question w.ithf tn,i nkl i n1 in hi s eir'es i want to bring a

1

nieSsa..::-;e :r:ysti.criof tlre wcr'1r1, unite. ,iiankind" has nothing.

to Co br:rt its idle.



Reli

l-f at orle r:i'ld o: the :pectrun reli'gion shade*o ai-i

a:r,-1

ir:toir],st:,cism.-i* its other end relii:'iCIn shades off irr

the rr:afli*. if th* rn;:'sti*ai union -i.* po-ssii:I* oniy i'n

Iove tr:,sarcls i-:t:11, reriuirin5 the '{eso}ution of tne seJ-l '

magi-c * rlo it a1s0 ceals rvith tirelsrrper tratural rernair:s

concer,.,6C1 v,,j-th rqa]l, riiarl'* know]edg;e a.nd :t'l&i1rtr capacity

ta ,,nani1ruLate lhe sL;i*11 1-1a{r.;':'&i " Jt couIC ne seen

a.g &.n extension ol' t.rre ]ru;la.tl 'o;i11r e'ren v'rhert': i-S i*

appiied tr: help a 'el-l-ow r:a:-i ol^ jOr lre coilr-roti icods'

C

J

,Ihe r* ar* nat.ical elener:L;: iil tne rit;aL and se*rements

o-[ a.ti re]i;:-icits " l'he iicst and secrerneritai vine ir:

.la'ihoij.gi slr, i-or ;'i:st,/at:ce, as a slr*i;o1 ot' t'e*':*

su1;starr*i*sili; 3 "na:':-i.c cotrceEt '

,1ai:ic, tr'rert, toc ir:r unyersal b6'bn in its iow ila-r"riiesta*

ticns af'pitctl craft, s1:elis, arnii-ots' i?s weII as in its

hi;inei: ir"rani i'estations"i oi' tile occr'ilt sci-ei-,Ce:] " 4u::ope too

iras a rich hi-sto,":}r ol cc*ultisrn. ilur.di*;'11, i.lidcli'steiner

,rqere ,1r.lite s'a*ri.liar nanleij ili the periOd afteril6rld rv&"r-' i

i

in Ir-rrope, anrl c j' Cou,rse tireoncptt3, is still arr active



cree'.: tiot only it"r ilurope, 3ut also i-n .iava"

0r.1anise,.:1 r'el-iilion i:as always fa,;.:,h"[ tne ei]cI'oach*

ineitt of na.:ic tita.t i:as alsrays sirreat*ne d relig;ioL:::

doctrine. ir) a waytlie propileted reli;;1on relea"sed inarr

frcm the fear$ wttkxtsk*ck that dsminated his life,

.ears oi. clemr:nic within iiinseli ar: v;elI as j-n tlie natural

sli.per-naLural r,virole itr which he ila.c. tr: l-ive hj-s lj.{e.

Like,"vise, iLave tl:e 3uardians of ti:e propheted relig&or:*

alwalrr: tr:y -i,r-r i'1.i"','i) .t'.rPrd 'the prri:i til o-f religi*u'::

tlocunents 3.;ainst tire reiai ivi*ing irnpaci: :f :n;rs bica}

reveiati':n olr cogna anti ritual-r 'i's ''v':;11 a:i agl'ainst tilt:

pai:t\eistic !'aa jur:y tiiat cirara*teri ze* 'Iha1; fo.i:i.Lr;t *.1

1

,tyst!"ciririt wiiiclr. P,:s*7'
t
tire .r1'[irate iden-uitlr or' -]o'l anil the

D!vir:e Ln ilan It is a;.aii'ist ih-1.s j-:ack.:lli'3u."ir: that i now

ivoultl lil<e to *a.y ,3 l'eiv w*r';1n ahor-it n}rs-bicism iri 'lava'



il

U

Let :re t'i.r"st rlakt-. tire points titat rn3rsbicisil i-,'r

Tr:donesia ,i.* iiot lirnjt*ri 'vitil ,iav'a. Iil iai:t, ti:ei:*

ar:e docr,in*rrts tirat be ilee{L n,listiciai 1:reoccuri:irtlo:} o.i'

{rea"b .i,nte;rsl"ty, d&ti,;r1 :i:o,n the'[irirLe*rrt^l i':t)Iltr.' t'y.

rildulracllin i-'r'r::n,:inlca"i arid tke AI:iarri:r:), are t',c:o

si.ic ll :nyst i csl, If' -r.sirln ',var: ij'ie i"irs b ,rreat re1-igion -1,:

coine to 5r.rratru., the situation rv&r] rli f i'er"eirt irr ,ja o':*

\,!'here l-*J-an's ir"r-ilrlelrce rrega:i j":i tite fiite*rr+.h *enturlr

ivltere it
and l(Ex$ enr:ci.r.r':i;ereil a :iinrli.r*iudiris'tic *uiture ivhicir is

lve'i I ert.a'bti-sireC reli i'i.ori;,; eii'-i nyli'hica-i 'tra,:l i tion o i'i ts

Additionally, that fslarn which carne to Indonesia

d.i'li"r't ccnL-a directiy ,.'r'oil "Ll'ie Arah *.f r.;niries, l:i';"i i::o;"li

lil jatrat in in,iia iuhere i t irad .leen inil.rBncilo""rery st"r::on.;1y'

b;r J)ga*i-tn s,;-,lisin" i'hi s r'::a;g accclu::t flor th.; retativa e;iile

tcn
'.rith ',vhrc!: i::ian tx *ald in i'ava i:ut t'r'rat a-iso/ accourt

]rad
:ior' -bire difficr-rlties ;rllari i:as alma.ys xhd ir: ,.iava,

rtihe;r 'i.t con:;isted or *criptiial orhho'1ox;,. An,l $L1 i t i s

possitla even tr: triir; dia;r tc,iSscer',,i"ti:r'ee ili:'ie::ent

str:elai::girr,iaviqiie*e nystj-c'i"sn
1



*lc

\^iith fslamic inriise specifically .iav6v1ss6 elements.

Yierved in a Cif fei:ent way one x*gk*xxay coi-lid discern

ar1 i n,iig*i-irf irs popril.a-r rnys -rici-srn wi:rci"t ger-rerai Ly clotires

itsei,i in a ,1,3slen ;;itl.t:d r a rrors str j ctiy isi;ern-i c strea:::

*loser to -i--sl-ainic o:''itrodox5, 'r,;'i-i.'-i ti *; to lsiar:ic l;'-+ti cisril

abi:oa,l-, an,:1 tlilr,-i-i;, an i r,li-..en,:i.r.r; Liirea-'Ji outs j.,ie isi:ai:r &.1']d

o.ten in a poleni*r:l :l*I::.tl-cn*rrip tl isia,l. it sh':r;1,1,

Irsrn't',ieri, be rea-lized tilat tht rlist j nction Lietrrye*n the

str'e:l.ns is irot i,;;r anir meaxxyxmNt beiT:= sirerl. .'t'L?,, ,:i'ttrr

o-.re r:iai: a:,1 :.:rii'"ilu$c. ,itilr-i rsLl tm ol"it? .i'inr:1 sin ialraa

e pi:ol ijleration r: i i'a.r'tirlat, :slanric rr;,-stical i.lrotherhood,

e non-islaxicl secret societies 1:L.li it a::ou.nd a rn.rtics

teaci:er', of't"en i;.5,i-n,,1 Isi;::-mic t*r'rli-iolotj),' rlix*d witir

ind i r:enous .|avane-q*, -lnrlic't and novr even ihri*tiil:'r coiicept.

',iost of kx 'tlie:li re*olr.ni?,e "tlt.l \r:1.'j'lu.s :]ta:,es oi.' isiarn,l-c

rysti ::i s'l , tHe inovensi:t f ro:r'i ,: jariat to -,,a 'ri fat



* l_1

0ne oi'th,a strilri.n; i''eatlll:eti'bh.at differentiate

;a'ran*se rrysticisn i'ro:1 j-ts iiurlopean, or i:hrj-stian

eounterparts, is the closeness of the distance between

rn;rStir:iSrn atr,1 lnagic !,r JavAo lWo -rea.$Ons inAJ! accOr;nt fOr'

this dif l"et:errce" As i ha-:'e saj-ri i;ei'nre, in Euri:pe tire

-bo

Ihurch has always tmor guar,lf aga.iast the intr*sion of

n)rsticisn and mar;lc in.bo r":1ig-'r-o*:: Co;ma antl the

o'oserval'io* oj:'tile::eli.;1,i,::r:, r'i-'j;,.,ai iry iire i:i>pulation

in geleral. It tir+i"e1'ore interpos*s tself between

nystir:i.siri a,-rii nagi-c. I!-r+ ab:,ien*e oi- a sirlliar in:rt j tr.ltir:::

f

in the religious histary of Java EExaErEh there vra$ no

xtNktxx institution to play sim:lar role" A,nd- i*}am came

too late to enforee affectively the separatian between

r:agi c and rr.ys I ti * i. srn . i;: soilte eli Lr:.lrt , Isiam ir: iava

especi a113, is the scriptlrraiis I enpirasis: it irrr ,:haracteris-

tics o.'mo::e an islamic renais$ance is still en11a;;ed in t}:e

eiior't to ,11anr-:e ti"re reli.:icn lrc'':il i;otii the ;na.-.ical anC ';he

m;rstical a*cretions. it is e stru;;glathat really i:e;,ar: rig.

ri:tht at the l-re-'inr:ing,/cI .Is:la:n in .lal.a an,1 continLrcrl to

thls day.



I* $r'tri.rt*d wi.tjl 'L]:e ,Jeatli oi.i;'e*li jitti. i*rla:rr cltltl r:i'tl:E

r"ii;i* v,;a'1 it '*h* *,*,:crili*g '1,: iellend r":r+r.i,1!l:t l-slar* t e "-fh\'&. "

:.,e 'r,t:l:,lpr.ttt -LC ,1,*iatj1 *Ii Ci'{i.e1" ii O,i hi:,1 *i.5irt ftli"i.l',:r rv&iili,

yri:* C*lilii i il*re,1 l':is n,itl'o;1+x njrstie iilili a.nii i'ris ii:,'ti,'ig *f

tl:e,reiL,:rj' sr.*re*i.' -f i'or"i ille iny*tir:ai axirearien':* a dalStlr'

to -lsl-aiiiqt CilCt " C..ier an'j 0tr'r:l: i*.1'.ai:: one :i-inds ti:e my;itic;ii

Iiterature of Java exampLe$ of st-lch hithrCIdoxy with pose

in
the ultj.mateidenti"ty of divi-n&ag man with Sod. Sven to-

day one harrs reaehes ork hears ne$, inystieal group$ whose

Iearler"s ;:;.1.).r lli:d i* f ,

lir** ilo j-,":'i3 r;F *. *e*i:ni1 r'ig*re that *i;'t'e;'ortt j rete

has
nysticisn in iie.va al-t* i:i Ir'ir:o;':e' ii'i -'r;r"op* rrilstic-i-"trl *m

a.iwaye; beer: pLir$iJe* in a rr€ily *tructLr;-e si'Lili.ltionI ar"rrl

monestaries and then only with speeial permission from

the superior, fn Java mysticism bxaexe lvas not fi

so confined , It would not be unfair t0 say ahgutx that

what we see in Java the wild psoliferation of the mystical

'oi.;.r;lii3l " [ine c+uld re]etost siaJ tt i': th*di"il i*ren*e l]eti{een

.! 'ur"{:pical ju.r:gie an'l a !':**:"lti: gar**:i'1.

Ih*r"e j"* a thj-r:d .'r'*at*r* tnatliiay ile {) ; intere;t"



Sorne Christian students from Jasanese ruysticism have

deplo::ecl th* ahs*.ii*e oi a ropilistica.teil ir'rC;r rrt. fh*o;:;r,

or *p**r-l3.ative i-'lriiorlsjlni' i:egarding t1:* r,yr:ticai pi;.1:*L;it'

rjne e',ren $iB.;rs;'1,lr*t th* .iAvaneSe ilave t:r'o:-igh"L dO"rvr: t* ttreir"

L.'1,,-, t llaiVe
owrl pri.ni'bive level- a gr*at ny*ti*aI tracl.lti*r: *txkxx *,:):iia

Srom a*r-'oad. I t ,xil-\ r""* f:y v;eiL bs i;i:a t ti-r1s 'ri *iv iviil be

trace,S tr'r* pr'n*)-i-rri-t"y in ir*$ter.n cr.tltilre to,vi:.r'dii *tll*r{ri"tt}y

*r*i:t'*r.1 'birfiit;.:i1+, *"s r,l.;-air':r:t ti:e vie'.,'t t hat ::t;'sti*ai i1vii1'viiyJ--e

as little to do with discursive mentdl process, but has to

be ii vr,,1 tr,,ith i = not e. :natter $ L-knc)ivleii'rae i:i;-t of 1.,*!rrll .

Hence,


