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After the Japansse invegion had crushed or uprooted the colonial
enpires in Southeast Asia, and a couplete eolonial resonguest provad
to be impossible, the solonial powars and ths world powers in general
weore feced with an entirely new situmtisn, Instead of the balanced
sguilibrium of eolonisl syetems in welledefined arsas, a powor vacwum
had arisen or, rather, a new politieal arona had come into being, im which
new naticns were emerging, strong in psychologieal impebtus, relatively
woeak in 2 military sense, and oven more foolle in thelir political or-
ganigation and thelr seononic strength. In this new politiocal arenms,
eompalled by the inescapsble logle of mu&arﬁ military axd politieal
strategy, the world powers have to manceuverfor position in order %o
determine the powsr relations within that area, to fix the power rela-
tions of that area to the reat of 1w world, or, where possible, to

resrrenge these power relsticns,

People ere already spesking of regiomal spheres of influsnse for the
great powers in the areas of South Asia. In my opinion, such an approach
is based on & misjudgment of the dominant psychological factors cparas
ting in thet area. It is generally recoguized=eand perhaps all too
readily accepted--that nationalism is the driving foree bohind the present
upsurge in fsia. But most of the time ne adeguate analysis of the mature
and olemonts of this metionnlism is atbempted before one proceeds to

the questionx of how to cope with the situetion that this nationalism

has createds This, I feel, sceounts for the general blundering by thoss
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.~ powsrs whose eotiong are decisive for the determimation of the fate o

the world and for that varticular area of the world,

The natioralist movement in colonial Asia is not in the first plsce a

movemsat for the improvement of living eonditions or for raising the

rds of living. It is first and above all a passionate upsursge
against ‘bha injustices of a aystem which makes life fuor the eelonized
people meaningless and doveid of & future, for thet is hew bhe eoloninl
velationship is experienced by the colomial subjects, 1t is a strugsle
te win back the oms thing which really matters in life - the sense and

meaning of onse's own life,

Therefors, the natiopalist movement in Asia is & movement of renewsl

4nd renaissance, based on the discovery of the fuet that humen dignity
is the only basls for one's life and besed on the rodiseovery of the
sraative resources of the peoples It is = spiritusl movement born out
the despair snd dejection of a people who can no longer aoquissee toa
way of life imposed upon trhm from vhe outside, HNatiomalism im colomial
sountries is a self-assertion of the peopls's right and responsibilily
to live their own lives, and rsrtisipate snew in the life of the natione
It is en act of aa‘lf-éwumma from a 1ife of eubjugation. I% is in
eszence ar othical, a moral and a just strupgle and it is wortainly felt

to be 80 by those whe partisipate in thet struggie.

Coloninl mationalism is fwﬂmmlly different from what is generally
meant by the term natioralism, The tweatieth centwry nationslism whish
has developed in free coumtries bears within itself the eclaim for unie
versal walidity and applieation of the spiritual and political standarde

it lives by, 4is such it could be considered an imperialist nationalism,.
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if colonial nationalism has any $imilarity to phenomena in furope,

1t is similar to the nationalism of the political mw@.u of

ﬁml Luropes Colenial nationalism, unlike imperislist nationae

lism, has nc wdvarsal clainsg Un the ocontrary, 1t has only & limited
objective. 1% is a means, & ueans for the schievement of mationall’
independence, Foliticsl independence. is the only busis on which the

achievenent of nstionhood is pessible, or the sehisvement of the

" nabiomal axpression of ths p&aplo in mznﬁlity_ and human dignity,.

- Thersiore, colonial nationaliem in itself has only an interim

characters It has no aims beyond self-@etermination, with the emchasis
on gelf, and culminates in the siruggle for relitieal independence,

The essence of colorial nationnlism is the all~daminating urge of a
people te be fres and to express therseives, and therefore its l«’&rw;m
is one of resistance. It is in & way negetive, but at the sece time
it has & morally compelling nature. Thus, colenial nationalism in
itself has no ldeologicel colar. It is not the outlook on 1ife nor .
the pelitieal ideolog: and sonception of society whieh dominates, but
instead the compelling will %o resist all those forces which prevent
the people fram expressing thomselvas-=in other words, a resistance
againet the colonial relationship,

This reises the question of what part of the populebion is involved in
this colonial netionalism, J¢ is Grue that politienl artioulatersss -
exists only smong the literate minority in solonial comtries, but
solomial mﬁamlﬁn is nﬁ & politieal ersed. Colonisl nationalism is &
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projection of the will of s people, and the impetus which sustains
it ig independent from the guestion of politieal articuluteness.
Therefere, the funetion ‘a.i' the literate and politically articulate

Ltive

minority is a reprosentative ope. It is fram this represents
oharacter that the fmportascs of ths politically articulate minority
stems, and this ropresentetive sharteter also accounbts for the force
with which this minority speaks. This is especially so in those

couwntries where, 68 & result of a ¢ o of ¢coleonial masters and the

consequent Mnﬁaﬁim of the ontire sceial fabrie by direck or indivect
participation in the war, as was the case durlng the Japanese beeupation
of several sountries on colonisl Asin, the people have Lesome uprooted
and have awskensd fpam their imert complacency and resignation to the

presonge of foreign musters in their country.

There is still another question 4o be answersd in view of the prewal ling
lagk of ideclogical coloring in natiomalism, Ia the pp'litienl’.i;r ardile
culate minority wiich does exist there are of course various politicel
Pastions and psrties. “hat then is the Pfunction und the position of the
ideologies by which these pelitical factions guide themselvse? The answer
So this question is tlmt politleal ideologies are riding the erest of

the great weve of the Baticnalist upsurge. These idesloziss are not
substantially a pert of that @s&ga. The wave of mavienelist feeling
disives 1% strongth and impetus from the elensntary foree of the desire
for fresdom, the only feeling which pervadss the entire pepulation, These
mon who have risen to leadership in the mationalist movement very often
derived their approsch to the analysis of the colomial eltustion from he
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existing political ideologies, But nome of them could allow himself to
re the fact that mass support was eesential and that therefore the

tactlcs to be used had to be adeptod to the elementary feeling pervading
the masses. Cervainly & nargiz exists for lsading and diresting this
olementary faree acoording to the comoepts of the ideology of & loader,
but the basie sharscter of the natiommlist movement could not be chaaged.
Therefors, the revolution in enlaxisl Asia iz a =mationsiist revelution,
apart from bthe pwtia‘ixw pﬁliﬁi-aal ideology adhered to by some of ibe
leadersd

The impotus deriving from this wave of natiopalist senbiment will subside
&g soon 83 politioml fresdom has bBeor echieved, Sueh a situstion ster ted
%o develop, for exawple, in Indonesia immediately After the signing of
the Linggadjati Agreement and belore it was olear tc the pecple that to
the luteh this sgresmant only provided a breathing spell in whieh thyy
sould reinforce their military position, It should be remembered that
the differont ideclogles which exist in the pelitienlily srticulpte minority
have streng¥h and influence only inscfar as they can glve an answer to
the hopes and asplrations of indigsnous nationalism. For exanple, the
sympathy for Soviet Russie, displayed throughout Asia in the early
twenties, was uot &o much besed or ideslopical grounds and far more on

the apvarent success of revslubionary tactiecs,

Other developmeate such as the temporary popularity of the tacties of

non=gooporation, or the aprarently permanent turn from racialism az a

basis for the natiomalist struggle to & fundemental approach in purely

néently %o the questions pationalism faced on its road to full

sociclogical and politieal terms, were all answers given

developmont. These developments are not esseantislly part of that
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matiomnlist seatiment whieh is the wrge for political and social

squality.

' It is true that the natiomnlist movements which doveloped in the tires

of four decades before tho Second World War gained inersasingly in dence
eratic tendencios, The umere faet that colonial domimation is essentially
based on the denial of demoeratic Pights to the indigenous population
brought aboul a situation whers the s‘h_rngg-la for democeratic rights wus
ideatical with the sturggle apainst the foreign rulera, Colonial rule,
serviog alien inberests, could only base iteelf on the exelusion of the
indigenous peopulation fram participation in decisions en policys it could
only keep its position securs by restricoting odusation, and it wus to

these two poinbs thattho nationalist movements first addrossed thenselves,

The lesders who rose in the decades wefore the Segond Werld Yar and who
wore molded by the comsiderations of political struggle in that peried,
wore therefors campelled if only by force of cirounstances to make the
ratlonalist struggle a domoeratic ons and it is from these leaders thab
the demceratic development of thess new sountries in eolonial Asia ean
be axpected, At the same time, to & sreat nugber of satiommlist leaders,
it became obvious that the mere sttalmment of politicsl indepandence

and netiorhood does not in 1tself providethe answers for the eocial and
economie problems of Lheir people. Phere this thinmking aevailed,
socialist ideology developed, bhased on the conception that the atbtaiment
of independence is only s means for the selution of the sceial and econaric
problens of the populatione
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Bowring in mind the strength ¢f politiesl and seonemic sontroel of the
eolonizing aduinmietration aud the foree with which it atteoked the
that right

nuelel of nationslist renaissance, it is also
from the begluming Barxism-loninism provided the answer for those who
believed that eolonial domination eould only end with the rovslutionary
everthrow of colonial govermment, It was recognized that this would be
impossible as a looalized net and wes anly attainedble as a part of the

' geveral struggle agaim sapitalisn, of which colenislism was only ‘the

outgrowth and in which struggle the Soviet Union wae the only leader,

But hers agein, with all these idoologies, the extent of thelr popularity
with the masses was dependent on ‘t-hu mnt to whiech they ¢ ould provide
the same time, in the geueral growth of pelitieal artieulation amons the
people, These ideologies wers alse Judged in their eutirety, and it twned
out Bhet in izest countries in eolonmial Asia connmmign, lor examble, was
not eble to guin loadership im the aatlonalist wovements, or 10 it gained
8uch leadership, it could not retsin it for any considerable peried of
times This wes especislly so in those Territories like Indonesia whors
no groat land omnership problem oxisted and whers there wys 1o problen

of sn industrial proletariat, The afi"n;tion wag of course somewhst
different in those territories whsrs the Phyesical proximidy to sommue
nist verritorier dominated the situation, & relationship whish proves

its validity even Yoday. But in gemeral it can be said thet as long as

the eolonial relationship existed, the gomeral preccousation with mationalism

predominated and will keep predominating wherever a trace of solenial
relationship is loft, It omn therefore be seid thet the "aationnl paia®
under those eircumstanees is felt more acutely than the "soeisl pain.®
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The shift of position of mauy Asian leaders through &ll the eolors of

the politieal spectrus in the course of their carcers indisates that

evon for them mallomalist aspiretions were the predeminant factor, and

m verious pollitical ideclogles appeared walid only insofar as they
ampeared to offer better and gpeedisr means of redehing the nationalist
goals, It is this growlng awsrensss of the relativity of their own
netionalist struggle which sceounte for the turn towsrd social aetivity

and the laying of the demcoratic groundwork of the matiomalist political
maghinery. It also aecownts for the moderation displayed by most of the
Asisn loaders now, and subsbeantially contributed te a hroader in%ﬂm‘ba.m&

outlock and the demosratic development of these movements,

All these factors projest %hmqlw.s into the erena of conerete polifies
in Jouth Asian. They constitute the deiving foress behind the smmrging
nations, But with them other foress have arisen, rsleased by the peneral
instability and the revelutiomary situation which the war loft bahind,
These forces ers in part the imdigested remmants, so to speak, of the
emotionel x complexities through whick colonial nationalism had to go

te reach its finel exprossion. I’I’hew #r¢ foress for which no roem is
found in modern politieal life, znd on which mo modern ssouler siais

cen be based, In that part of the world these QWQ are recialism,
cormuralion, religlous favaticism, and nexrrow, seli-sufficient, exclusive
and sepsratist local netiomalisms and even tribalism, Uontrary to the
sentripetal process of the integration of the people inbto nationhood
after tho attainment of politicsl independence, thess foress are centrifugal
and disintegrating.
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that all vhe politieal structures

ewerging from these netionalist revolutions are characterized by thelr
53 No differentiated and welledeveloped party system based

basic weaknes

 on political principles &nd ideclezies did exist, sinee in the vast all

parties and politieal factions wers Based primerily om the eslomial

- situation, bound together by the comwen aim of national independence.

The differentiation on this basis omly took plice after ladependencs was

higved, as was the case in Indis, Burae and Indonesis, when the emphasis
of the political atmosphere shifted from political iﬁsﬁmﬂcmﬁ toward
the social snd economiec questions and mnﬁim‘n guestiong of foreipgn
poliey. It was then that wsuelly the stroag vomlitions which lod the
natiomalist struggle broke dowa.

1% should aleo be remembered thet under g¢olonial rule ue normal volitl eal
life was possible because of the strimgent curbs imposed on edusational
and on political organizations.

&ng even spwrt from this, moderm politiesl life and the funsticming of the
modern politieal demooratie mmelinery presupposes the prowmlence of syeial
and analybic bthinidng and the grouping of people on the besie of eommon
politieal primeiples rether tham grouping om the basis of personsl
doyelty.

It presupposes the ability to thlnk in berms uf intereste, rather x than
of predetercined social order, the two ways of thinking whish charecterized
the modern and the feudal outlook en life. They constitubs the problems
with which central aut ority in the wewly emerged nation has to cope
immediately. "here that new central subhority is weakened, either as a
result of the digrupbion of the soelal structure by two conseguent »ilitsry
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invasions, as in Burma, or by coutinued colonial warfare, politicslly,
eeotomically or militarily, by the former ruler, as in Indonesim, it

may very well be that temporarily t'ese foroes gain prominence end a
process of disintegration sets in with the pessibility of eventual defeat
of the very purposes snd alms of the natlennlist revelt. But not ewsn
¢olonial warfare is necessary to initiete this process of disintegrations
Whero the present moderate leadership fails to achievs pomgtruetive
results with its poliey of comeilistion with the metroepolitan powers

and & sense of frustratlon sets in among the people, this frustration
will imevitably give scops %o more extreme politioal concepte which seem
to offer better prospects for the defleted natlonalist hopes and aspiraw
Giongs of the pecple. Thelr failure to ashieve results which could neet
the mationalist sentiments of the people, inevitably undermines the positien
of the leaders and sonsequently the central suthority. Such & sitwation
made the oommunist revolt in Indonesis possible in the latter part of
1948,

£y 1 enid before, there is no place in modern political 1ife for these
disintegating forces, They will have o be channelled imto politically
constructive diresetions and their energy roleased in the fiseld of deno~

eratic and parliementery polities.

Thls can only be achieved whers the comtral suthority is in a yposition
from whieh it can effectively exereise its function, without boing under-
mined by politieal failure in thedr Mngn with their formor eolonial
rulers end where thair machinery is net destroyed by all=out colonial
warfare. Only in this way ean political stebilization %m be achieved:
by ending military and political warfare ones and for all.
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Stability is not pessible today in South Asia on the basis of foreign

armiess The uwpheaval im South Asie has to teke ites powrse. The questien

is how Co get it over with as fast a8 poseible. For an eurly st&*‘&iliuﬁm@
pelitieally and economically, in Asia is absolutely necessary. It is
necessary, not only for dsia but for the world at large. The importance

of South Asla Yo the world is su'ficiontly lmown and I will not try %

deal with it %oday, Political instability ir = nelpghboring eountry under

the .premt conditions, and in that vert of the world, hes toe many dangerous
sonsoguencss for these matione Yo #lt back and wateh the outoore of & colonmial

military altack,

I would liks to draw your attention to snother aspeet of thisg si‘tm‘hm
“he rislng temsion inm the world seoms to meko it fmevitable for the

great powsrs to draw colonial South Asis into their politieal and wmilidary
ealeulations, In the capitals of the world people are thinking in terms
of a %gimz bloe in South Asia #ied up with Pritein and Western Buwrope;
others are thinking in terme of s Bacific Pact as & logieanl oxtension of
the Atlsntfe Pact, It should be remenbered, however, and it should be

very seriously talen inte comsideration that, as long as the eolomial

iasus exists in ons form or anot) urge
for self-determinetion will prevail, and thie feeling is not regtricted

to ome's o petion. The attitude and sctions taken by most of the Asian

er in that region, the dominating

powers with regard te the Indonesian gm_ntim;' the suppert given by india
and Pakistan to the Bussisn propesal in the United lations General
Agsexbly with regerd te the Iltalisn colonmies, the polite silence with
which Fresident Trummnm's fourth point wae greeted in dsim, and the
repeated utterances of ‘rime Hinister Mehru Lo the effect that Iandia

does not want any part in the conflict end in the process of the deli-
neetion of pesitions in the fave of the world sonflict which is
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already outlining itself, ell mke 1% very clesr that, even at the presest
mement, where several of the colomisl countries have achisved their polie
tienl independence, this prineiple of self~detormination in the fullest sense
of the word, and with all its consequences, iz st111 the mein and predorinant

faotor in the spyehologieal complexmion of South Asis.

Politieal expediency, considerations of strategicel neeessity for the ma jor
powers, will wnder no sircumstsnses be allowed Yo take -rocedense over the
insistense sn the application of the primciple of selfw-dstorminaticn, The
ingegration of South Asia in the world, and espsoially in the Western World,

is poseible but only, and solely, on the basis of the full resopnition af
national independencs and the principle of gelf-detervinetion. This has
nothing o do with the conflieting political ideclogies of today., 1t hae to
do with the fact that the problems for these countries ; once independence has
been schioved, are on an entirely different level from the problems which
eonstitute the core of the rising sonfliet today. These problems are politieal
independemeo snd stability for their own nation and its nelighbors - the
problens of development ard social reform, There is no inelimsbien to give
precedencs to other political considerations outside the imrediate scope of
thess problems, Thers is, however, & more empalli#g reason, Espesially

in those ‘aress whore a central suthority hae been x weakemed by solomial
woarfare, the premature inelusion of these sress in political or mi 1 bary
defense systems, with a center of gravity outside these areas, would be felt
by these people %o be an inoursion imto thet very prineiple of self-determination,
This holds true for eny ideclogy from any country.

It weuld inovitebly evoke the seme type of reacions as colomiel nabionalism,
resctions of resistasee and sntithesisy and, in the face of mational

frustration which already exists ae a result of the metrepolitan powers!
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insction in putting an end tocolonial warfere in Asia, it would enly

inoresse the tendeney towards exiremism and would strengthen the disine
%wﬁng forees in the social amd politiecal body of these now political
sntitiss, It -wéald tond to weaken and to undermine “he position of the
pregent loadership in Asia, and, imw of contribubing to stubility, it
Mi& inorease instebllity. It iz only this preseant lsadership in Asie
which gould lesd or direet ths revolution in Asia towsrd stability and
demoeratic developments The revoiution in South Asie camnot bs stepped.
The question is what couwrse it will iake, and in order to ssoure a dermceratic
direction of this rewelution, it is ebsolutely essential that the prosent
leadership be retalmed, that all acts undernining their position should be
oliminated. That means putting am lmmediate end to solenial warfare in
South Asia and the avoidance of the impesition of any outside plans or
aligoments, An epproach merely in berms of antl _ _ sbrategy

eould not be adequate, and might even produce the revorse resulis,

Barly stabilisation in South Asis is South Asia's end the world'es only
chance for & m.zé-mz and democratic develogment in these arvas and time

is ruaning short. For Uhis stebilization will heve to be achisved or at
least its basos secured before other political and militery strategic
congiderations with regard ‘o Asia can taks precedent on account of changes
in the overall political and militery situation and especially in view of

the uew developing factors of political proximitys

The seutensse of the present situation is aggravated by the sontinmance

o¢ colonial warfure and even more so by the inability of the Secuwrity
Couneil to cope with this problem. Oiven this chance, the counbries in
South Asia will be thrown together by the similarity and even the ident 4y
of the political and economic problems they all faee now and in the immediate
future, There is & growing aweroness smong the psorles of these areas that
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many of their n&u&al and political problems pomuot be solved on a national
Wx, that the political interdependency of these regions and natlons

is too great to indulge inm any bhinking along limes of politiscal or soo=
nemie self-sulfieisney. This will strengthen the hande of the pressnt
lsaders in South fAsis who have, right from the begimning, ronlized the
mmz,y of the situation in which nationalism is oresting mew = natlons

and states in the world im which mationalism, or rather, unlimited sovereipnty,
has proved ite bamzrupbey. And only on this besis, and only if material
asslstance from the Western democrsatic powers will be made avallsbls for

an indigenous develojment, can Ghe stability of Asia be secured, luch will
depend on the lsadership of those who have led this nsbiosalist upsurge from
its izeeption, but to no less a degree wil.l it also depend om the ablility
and the willingness on the part of the demcersiic powers o allow tiis
dovelopment to take ite course and o assist morally emd mwmiﬁy in this
process, on the basis of ful;_l recognition of that prineciple of self-determiw
sations This is i.hn: lest and only chanca.
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