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destroy a village, a town, a region, even a
country. Now, it is the rvhole planet that
has come under threat. This fact should
fiually cornpel cveryolle to lace a basic
ntoral consideratiorr: lrorn rrow on, it is

only through a conscious choice and
through a deliberate policy that hunranity
can survive. 'I he moral and political
choice that faces us is tllat o[ putling all
the resoulces of mind, science, and
culture at the service of peace and ol the
building up of a new society, a society
that will succeed in elirninating the causes
of fratricidal wars by generously pursuing
the total progress ol each individual and
of all humanity . . We nrust say to the
people ol today: Do not doubt, your
future is in your own hands. 'I'he building
of a more just hurnanity or a rnore united
international community is not just a
drearn or a vain ideal. It is a nroral inr-
perative, a sacred duty, one that the in-
tellectual and spiritual genius oI n)au can
Iace, through a fresh nrobilization ol
everybody's talents and energies, througlr
putting to work all the technical and
cultural resources of nran."

lt is local authorities, with their close
links to their corrstituencies, who have the
greatest possibility for stirnulating direct
action in promoting peace and interna-
tional understarrding. 'lhey have also the
greatest opportunity to respond to and ac-
livate tllc desires ol tlreir cornrrrurritics to
work for nuclear disarnraulent. With the
opportunities also conre responsibilities. I

feel that one of the nlost inrportance of
these is an educational responsibility': to
insure that citizens have access to realistic
inl'ormation about the hurnan conse-
quences of nuclear war, to build the
political and civic conslituencies for
peacelul and conslructive uses of our
scicnti{ic arrd technical cal)acities, to
foster the spirit of international coopera-
tion and the instinct lor survival ol'not
just ourselves and our nciglrbors, but the
whole hunran farnily.

lliroshima and Nagasaki are the best

possible places to lregin this effort of
education, for no one who conres lrere
can go away unnroved and unsobered by
tlre exllosurc to thcir ordeals. lliroshirna
and Nagasaki experienced lirst-h;rncl what
they hope- and work to assure- will
never happen to anotller city: tlre total,
though in this case tetnporary, breakdown
ol' a cornnrurrity, the destruction of all
municipal lacilities and services, the long
legacy of illrress anrl Icar. At this con-
ference, the two cities share their cx-
periences witlr represcntatives of 64 cities
frorn trventy-tltree countrics, as well as
with 33 Japanese cities.

I find it particularly encouraging that
there are a number of cities of the ]'hird
World represerrted hcre. J'he nrenace of
nuclear weapons cal)lot be adequatcly ad-
dressed as an issue solely of East-West
confrontation. Yet there has been a
tendency to do so, both in the North and
the South. Let us look nlore closely at the
irrationality of corr[irring the nuclear issue
to the East-West dintension. ln order to
do so we must toucll upon three salient
issues: the condition of irstability in the
Third World, nuclear proliferation, and
the environmental inlpact of large-scale
nuclear war as encapsulated in the
"nuclear winter" theory.

Sirrce the atomic bonrbs were dropped
on lJiroslrirna and Nagasaki, more than
150 wars llave takcn place in the world.
'Ilre vast rnajority of thern have taken
place in the 'fhird World. The pace and
scale of social change; the devastating im-
pact of economic rccession, tlre festering
ol old grievanccs and the ultsurge of new
dcnrands have straitred the social and
political resilience of the'I'hird World
societies to tlte breaking point. On top of
this, tlre 'fhird World has become an
arena [or the acting out ol' East-West
conlpetition, prccisely because the
achievenrent ol'nuclear parity has made it
too dangerous for the super-powers to
fight each other directly. The outcome of
conllicts in the Third World has con-
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The universality of the nuclear threat

makes it imperalive that the peace lllove-

ment achieves a sirnilar universality'

Tlrere is plrlicular urgency that il [rake

itsell telt in tlle threshold Iluclcar states'

The problems of nuclear prolilcration'

the arsts race, attd hair-trigger rcadiness

for nuclcar wat are loo vital to bc con-

signed to governtrlents alone- i'-loreover'

it is irnportanl to renrember lhat the flla-

jor revolulions in cottsciousness that lraYe

co,ne rbout in the past two decades are

the products, not of nalional policies [or

the most Part, but oi PeoPles'

-rnovernents. t am thinking oI the en-

vironntcrtal protection movemenl' llle

rvornen's nlovement, the labor movcmenL'

various civil rights movements, and so

forth. In lhese areas' governnlents have

been [oilowers more often than lcaders'

Peace activists sirould not rernain isola[ed

from other PeoPle's movemen's' but

shoutd join witll them in coalitiorrs lor the

pursuit oI conlnlon goats' When the peo-

ple clenrand to he heard atld insist upotr

detining problenrs autd pusirirtg tor their

solutions, governments olten do' in tinle'

respond- even governrllents that are not

dentocratic in forrn.
It is nor enough, however' [or tlre peo-

ple to demand peace' A cleeper level of

analysis is required, in order to under-

srand the lorces tllat obstrucl pcace The

Unitccl Natiorrs University is onc ittstitrt-

lion that is seeking, through research on

the therne of peace and security, to gain a

better understanding oI ho!v to nrove

toward a positive peace, rvhiclt represents

a genuine resolution oI conllicts rather

than a reliatrce on military [orce'

Pope John Paul Il spoke irt Hiroslrinta

oI rhe neecl to buiid a society tlraL will

elinrirtate tlle carlses oI rvar bv pursuirtg

progress [or all of hurnanity Peace

witiiout the resolution oI injustice is a

sterile, and a l'ra!ile, pcace so tllose oI us

in cities and cotttmuttities around the

world u ho hope to push aside the Iuclear

shadorv, along rvith the iesser bu( stiil ter-

t

rible shadow oI conventionai war, cannot

just cry for peacei we must also rvork for

peoc.- and that means working [or
justice, tlte trarts[ormation of our

socicties step-by-stcp, and tlle Iransl'or-

nlation of our relationsirips with the peo-

ple ol otlrer societies.

I ltave drvclt upotr lhe meanillel of the

setting in which this conlerence is taking

place, and on the significance oI tlle

representation ol other cities here' Norv I

woulcl like. briefly, to say a rvord about

the historical Illonlent at which rve gather'

We are 40 years into the nuclear age' and

rve livc with a vivid and growing sense of

perii. Yet I think rve can drarv some hope

lrorn the fact that in these [orty years

nuciear weapons have not been used in

rvar. Nuclear weapons technology has

become illcreasingly accessible' Tlte

nuclear po*'er induslry has grown; as a

result the arcs of the nuciear fuel cycle

irave lengthened Political [ensions cer-

rainly have not subsided' Yet there has

bcen a rarher surprising restraint in pro-

lileration thus lar. This is no grounds for

complacency, but it may perhaps indicate

rhat Irunlankind has some collective in-

stinci to avoid the late ol the dinosaurs'

I put this forrvard more as a irope than

a conviction. The cities rvhere our people

livs nnd rvork, love and play, rvould be the

[irst casuaities in a nuclear rvar' So they

nrust be the lirst line oI de[ense against

the occurrence ol such a rvar' Local

government in the service of its citizens'
-needs 

has a responsibility to address itself

to the international and nalional as rvell as

local issues that allect citizens'rvelfare

and sectrrity. Ot these. none is ntore

urgent than nuclear disarmantent'

Thank You.
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